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Authentic
Friendship,
You First
BENJAMIN JUSTER
Much of our experience of Biblical
community rests on the quality of our
relationships. Many abandon community
life not for lack of love for God, but
because of the poor nature of or lack of
relationships
with
others.
Yet,
relationships are supposed to be at the
core of what makes fellowship with
Messiah fulfilling and joyful.
When interacting with His band of
disciples, Yeshua didn’t just preach at
them. He walked with them, shared
meals with them, prayed with them, and
even shared his vulnerability with them
during His greatest turmoil (Matthew
26:38).
I enjoy the depiction in the recent The
Chosen series where Yeshua is portrayed
both joking with His friends and
displaying moments of frailty in His
humanity. In large part, the health of our
relationships with others is also a
reflection of our intimacy with the Father.
Perhaps you feel that you have been
overlooked within your community.
Personally, I have very few friends that
take the initiative in reaching out to me.
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I was never the one with lots of pictures of myself
in the school yearbooks nor the first one to be
invited to parties or get-togethers. I’ve also never
been a “best man” in a wedding. For whatever
reason, people did not typically seek me out to get
together.
If you can relate, my exhortation to you would be
to take the initiative to reach out to others. In this
stage of my life, I am rewarded with several close
friends that stuck together for decades, and many
more that I consider good acquaintances. Many of
these friendships would not have developed
without a determination that I wasn’t going to sit
alone feeling dejected.

God wants you to
have healthy
friendships, so
step out to be an
encouragement
and positive
companion to
others.

A
doorway
to
true
friendship is learning how to
be
an
encourager.
I
Thessalonians
5:11
challenges us to “encourage
one another and build each
other up—just as you in fact
are doing.”
But some of you might feel
that you have lots of friends,
but little depth in the
relationship
or
mutual
vulnerability. One thing that
people have in common is
that we want to be seen,
known, and appreciated.
But
social
media
can
provide a false sense of
connection by the number
of “likes” on our page or
views of our “content.” But
this can leave you feeling
empty.
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I encourage you to search
out one or two people that
you sense could become
closer friends. Take a step of
faith to be vulnerable with
them. Talk about your
dreams, your relationship
with God, your passions and
your plans. Propose to do a
project or to minister
together. Hebrews 10:24-25
exhorts us to draw out
deeper love from one
another.
“And let us consider how to
stir up one another to love
and good deeds. And do
not
neglect
our
own
meetings, as is the habit of
some, but encourage one
another—and all the more
so as you see the Day
approaching.”
Hebrews 10:24-25, TLV
A healthy community is one
that promotes authentic
friendship and fellowship.

Benjamin Juster
Editor in Chief
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"step out to be an
encouragement
and positive
companion to
others."
- Benjamin Juster

NO DECLARATIONS
WITHOUT
DEMONSTRATION
Provoking the Presence of Adonai
PAUL WILBUR
There I was, minding my own business,
when I heard that still small voice in
my ear. Actually, I was either speaking
or singing at the time, but I am not
quite certain any longer which verbal
action I was engaged in at the time.
But I certainly do recall with great
clarity what that still small voice said to
me at that moment!
“No more declarations without a
demonstration!”
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It was one of those moments when you
know that Heaven is speaking, and you
are not quite sure what to do with what
you have just heard. Sometimes, in a
prophetic moment, you know it is to be
shared publicly, even as a ‘word’ from
the Holy Spirit to correct, rebuke,
encourage or train in righteousness (2
Timothy 3:16-17), but this came so
loudly and with such force that I
actually took it as a word of correction
to me directly.

Then I remembered what Yeshua
said in John 10 and again in John
14. "Basically He said, if you don’t
believe the words I am speaking,
then believe because of the works
you see me do." The works Yeshua
did on behalf of the poor and
needy were done to alleviate pain
and suffering for sure, but they
were also signs to declare that He
was indeed the Messiah, the Holy
One of Israel.
The miracles also spoke of the love
of God, the one who carries our
sorrows and pain, and His desire
that we would live long and
prosper, even as our souls prosper.
Again, in John 14 Yeshua says that if
we believe in Him we will do the
works He is doing, and even greater
works because He was going to the
Father. Now I was really conflicted;
do I stop singing and expect signs
and wonders to break out, keep
singing or preaching, what do I do?
I decided to continue in the
direction I was already traveling
and see if any more instruction
would follow. No other words of
direction came, so I decided to
finish and speak with the Lord
about all this sometime later.
I must admit that for a little while I
was feeling pressure to DO
something, and I continued to pray
about what that something was.

The pressure finally left when I heard in
the Spirit that He wasn’t expecting me to
do anything, He was simply asking me to
give Him some space to demonstrate
that He is Lord.
Ok, I can do that!
I have always been provoked by signs
and wonders. The reason for them
occurring is, as I see it, two-fold.
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First, they are a demonstration of the
deep and abiding love that Yeshua has
for His creation, and His desire to see
the restoration of all things.
Second, they are a huge factor in
provoking the fear of God in the hearts
of people and bring glory and honor to
His name. In the past I traveled some
with Benny Hinn and saw the response
of the nations to the miraculous. The
demonstrations of the power of
Heaven to impact the people was
amazing and real. What people didn’t
realize was that for hours prior to the
official
start,
many
teams
of
intercessors were dispatched among
the crowd to pray for anyone who
needed healing.
Then, somewhere during the worship,
Pastor Benny would call people
forward to witness to what had
happened in their lives. After they told
of miracles and the work of the Holy
Spirit in their lives, he would pray for
them before they left the platform. The
miracles had already happened before
they came to testify publicly … It was
the prayer, praise and presence that
made
the
difference;
the
demonstration had happened before
the declaration!

Also, the positioning of our hearts to
worship and cause faith to rise and find
expressions of hope and anticipation in
His Presence. Or even simply to give
Yeshua the honor and glory due His
Name. I love how worship and prayer
takes all the attention and the
responsibility off of me to ‘do
something’, and simply allows me to be
a worshiper in spirit and in truth. Don’t
misunderstand me here; when Heaven
speaks, we do have a responsibility to
respond in kind.

For many years I have heard from
people about the wonderful things the
Lord has done for them during times of
intimate
worship
and
prayer.
“Provoking the Presence” is one of
those lines I have used over and over to
help people understand what it is that
we are doing with the sounds of praise
and worship.

Worship does, however, play a
significant part in the moving and
demonstration of the Spirit of God, like
David’s harp before Saul, the minstrel’s
role with the prophet, etc., but the harp
and minstrel should be very cautious
before they assume that it was their
ministry that did the demonstrating!
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There have been many times I was
provoked by compassion to pray for
people in need of a miracle. Blind eyes,
dead limbs, deaf ears, diseases of all kinds,
and people confined to wheelchairs for all
sorts of reasons.
But I must confess that the most powerful
results of a Heavenly demonstration came
right in the midst of powerful praise and
glorious worship. I believe this is because
Yeshua will not share His glory with men
who are so tempted to enjoy the
accolades for what he alone can do. Was it
David’s harp that was enshrined for being
a ‘ghostbuster’ instrument? Neither should
any man take the glory when the King
uses the strings of our lives to do
something good for others.
I am constantly challenging myself with
regards to heart and motivation. At the end
of the day, I honestly believe that the fruit of
our ministries is linked to a simple word…
Humility.
A truly humble heart won’t take credit or
even responsibility because it will say; ‘I only
did what I was told to do.’ Obedience to the
Father was the key to the power and
authority of the life of Yeshua, and it is the
goal of my heart to be obedient to the voice
of my Messiah as well. In this, whatever is
demonstrated of His life through me will
result in praise, honor and glory to Him, and
to Him alone.
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OBEDIENCE TO THE
FATHER IS THE KEY TO
THE POWER AND
AUTHORITY OF THE LIFE
OF YESHUA
#paulwilbur

FACE TO FACE

Intimacy with the Father
LOIS LOESER

My father passed away last year, on
September 19th, 2020. Early one
morning while staying with my mother,
I had a dream. In this dream I was in a
large bedroom, a resting place. This
room was a garden room filled with
beautiful flowers, trees and plants. My
father, my mother and all of my
siblings were in this room together and
my father moved from one sibling to
another and interacted with them,
literally “face to face.”
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My father was taller than all of us, but
in this dream he was eye to eye with
each of us. He moved to speak with
my brother, and though I could not
hear the conversation, I knew and
understood what they were saying. My
father was expressing his delight in my
brother, he was expressing his
thankfulness for his service to him. My
father’s expression of pleasure was full.
My father and I were reaching out to
one another. He was holding me, and I
was holding him as he was squeezing
me tightly.

We were definitely clinging to one
another and all that was coming out
of both of our mouths was I love you
so much! I love you so much! with
tears streaming down our faces. Then I
awakened from the dream. When
pondering this dream, my thought
was that this is the way it is in the
Kingdom, replaced and restored in the
shalom of our Father, walking with
Him in the cool of the day in His
garden house, His resting place.

While I was at work, the Lord had spoken
to me to get away for the weekend and for
a time of fasting and prayer. That night in
the service my Pastor's message was on
hearing the voice of God, and at the close
of his message he suggested that we
“ … may just need to get away and fast and
pray one weekend.”
So I did! Each morning I would get up and
let the Lord direct me in what passage of
Scripture He wanted me to read.

Though many of my brothers and
sisters are in this garden with our
Father, no one is interrupting each
other as they converse face to face
with our Heavenly Father. We all know
our Father's love for our brothers and
sisters in this garden and we too are
able to fully express I love you so
much! I love you so much to both our
Heavenly Father and also to each
other. In this resting place we only see
one another in the light of our Father’s
face, with no list of wrongs anywhere
to be found.
In the dream with my father his
countenance was the same as the
countenance of Yeshua. Many years
ago, the Lord had taken me into a
time of reflection in the book of the
Song of Solomon. I had taken time to
get alone for the weekend to fast and
pray for my husband, our children and
the congregation that we were
attending. There was strife and
division in this congregation that was
resulting in many being wounded,
including members of my family.
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From that passage of Scripture, I would
pray as the Lord led me. On my last day
alone with the Lord, He instructed me
to read from the Song of Solomon—and
to read every chapter. He instructed
me to write down a prayer from the
bride to her Bridegroom and a prayer
from the Groom to His bride. Then He
instructed me to read aloud what the
bride was saying to the Bridegroom,
and then what the Bridegroom was
saying to His bride. He said, This is from
My heart to yours. As I read I was
overwhelmed that He could love me
and see me so differently from how I
saw myself. This encounter with Him
was life changing.
I swam in this Song for several months.
Early one morning in this season I had
a dream before I awoke. In this dream I
saw a young woman standing at the
base of a mountain right before the
sunrise. In the distance beyond the
mountain
there
was
a
storm
approaching, and this young woman
became very frightened and began to
cry out to God for protection. In the
heavens was a window and a hand
reached through the window and
pulled this young woman into a face to
face encounter with Yeshua.
At the time of this dream, this woman
was me. Yeshua had thick black curly
locks of hair and they were dripping
with the dew of the morning. A lot was
communicated
from
just
His
countenance alone. His love for me was
beyond words, yet I could sense His
sadness that I did not know the depth
of His great love for me.

He then laid me on a rock cliff on the
side of the mountain and covered me
with His mantle. I lay there expressing
my sorrow for not having known how
much He loved me. Then I woke from
my dream. Yeshua said when we have
seen Him we have seen the Father ”
(John 14:9). Here again God's love for
me is expressed in a way that I can't
fully understand. How He could know
not only the good but also the bad and
the ugly and still love us is unbelievably
true. Through the gift of our Father's
Holy Spirit this love is shed abroad
(from the Greek word ekcheo: is
defined
as
being
poured
out,
distributed largely and gushing) in our
hearts, and that we can hear and know
this. I know this not only for my
relationship with the Father but for His
relationship with all of His children. He
loves us so much! And by His Spirit we
love Him so much! We love Him so
much!
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NOTIFICATION

He loves us so much!

THE GREAT
LOSS OF THE
YOUNG ADULT
GENERATION
TO THE BODY
OF MESSIAH

REDEEMING A GENERATION
FOR YESHUA
How is it possible that
DANIEL JUSTER

statistics say that the
younger generation has been lost in droves to the
Body of the Messiah? I don’t think the answers are
difficult to find.
The basic answer is that this generation in the
deepest level of its soul was formed much more by
the secular world than by a culture of radical loyal
followers of the Messiah.
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Sometimes this includes a demonic
presence. Our children were given to
the school at least 7 hours a day, year
after year. Then they mostly attended
secular higher education if they
continued
schooling.
The
whole
orientation and atmosphere were antibiblical. In addition, the young adult
generation is the first generation raised
on the internet. Many found much antibiblical content to influence them.
However, there is another more
insidious and hidden aspect. Focusing
on the screen hour after hour produces
for many an inability to focus and
concentrate. Brain physiologists and
psychologists note a change in brain
function and addictive behavior. This
produces
an
inability
to
read
contemplatively or to appreciate the
depth of truth, beauty and goodness.
Thomas Dubay in his great book, The
Evidential Power of Beauty–one of the
most profound books I have ever read
and an amazing apologetic for biblical
faith–notes that beauty reveals God.
However, a jaded generation no longer
can
appreciate
beauty
on
any
purposeful level. Their minds are dulled.
There is a lack of interest even in the
beauties of sports, both participatory
and spectator. In summary, we did not
produce a counterculture but were
blindsided and inadvertently allowed
the world to raise our children.
There are other reasons. Did our
children see and experience such a
reality in God that it was difficult for
them to deny it? Did they witness real
miracles?
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Did
they
see
an
effective
congregational
life
that
brought
deliverance to people according to the
Luke 4:18 model of Yeshua and His
Apostles where the marginalized are
healed and freed?
Were they impressed with what the
Church has done for the poor and the
marginalized? Were they led into their
own encounter with Yeshua and found
that it was an unshakable reality?
So where do we begin? First the
generation that seems lost can be
awakened in revival. Let us first repent
for missing it and giving our children
over to the world.

Let us pray and believe that Yeshua will
reveal Himself and awaken the
slumbering, for such is this generation
of young adults, woke to deceptive
philosophies of our age, but dead or
asleep to the truth and reality of Yeshua.
Secondly, let us now begin with what
remains, those who are followers of
Yeshua and raising young children. We
begin with preschool children. Let us
create a true counterculture including
alternative schools, both private schools
(as we did some 40 years ago) and
home school consortiums.

Let us turn off the internet and have no
unsupervised
internet
for
minor
children. Limit the time on the screens.
Then let us create a reading culture in
our families by introducing great
stories to our children, having them
explore great books. and discuss those
books with your children, and evaluate
the lessons learned together. Let us
give our children access to beauty
through nature, hikes, camping,
learning musical instruments, listening
to inspiring music, and contemplating
great art.
Let us center our lives on Bible reading,
together and in personal devotions.
encourage you also to take When
creating a counterculture, there is a
danger that we overprotect our
children and that they will not be able
to cope with the real world. We need
much wisdom here. Sufficient and
guided understanding of the world, its
teaching, and its influence is needed if
our children are to be able to face this
world with courage and not fall apart
when exposed to it. As children need
to play in the dirt to develop their
immune system, sufficient guided
exposure to the world is needed if the
children are to grow up to face this
world
with
courage
and
an
unshakeable faith in God.
Yes, we need to educate our children
about the world so they will not be
overwhelmed. But we can purpose to
raise a generation that will not
abandon the faith.
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"SUFFICIENT GUIDED
EXPOSURE TO THE WORLD
IS NEEDED IF THE
CHILDREN ARE TO GROW
UP TO FACE THIS WORLD
WITH COURAGE AND AN
UNSHAKEABLE FAITH
IN GOD."
-DANIEL JUSTER

IS IT ENOUGH?
A Conversation I Had With
the Lord One Day
HALLEL SCHELL

Is It Enough?
Human trafficking, Genocide, Rape,
Abortion, Murder … and so many
other things that I cannot and
absolutely do not want to imagine.
I have for so long been deeply
distrurbed by the severity of human
suffering. I can say that certainly
some of my angst comes from a
heart of intercession and groaning
for the people affected and for
Messiah’s return. But there has also
been another reason why it is so
deeply disturbing to me. I have an
underlying question:
Is God’s
enough?

goodness

really

good

Where’s the redemption for a child
who has been brutally murdered?
Where’s the redemption for a father
who has watched his wife being
raped? For a woman who has spent
years as a sex slave?
We all experience suffering to some
degree, many times even throughout
our lives.

Experiences like the death of a child,
divorce, a fatal diagnosis, mental
illness, and so on are true sufferings
that many of us probably hold in
common with each other to some
degree.
SEPTEMBER 2021 • TIKKUN AMERICA | 23

I do not want to diminish these
sufferings. But in cases of extreme
suffering so severe that it makes your
blood curdle, I have questions. I’ve not
ever experienced such suffering and there
are millions of people more qualified than
I am to speak on this matter. Perhaps if I
had experienced some of these things,
my questions would have been answered.
I honestly felt I couldn’t take it anymore. It
was out of this place that I finally came to
the Lord one day. I had to be raw and
honest with God about my doubts of His
goodness.
My
conversation
something like this:

with

Him

went

“... God, I am so disturbed by the little bit I
know of human suffering. You have seen
it all since the beginning. You see every
single thing that has happened to every
single individual. You see all the horrific
things that are happening even this very
moment as I speak to You in the comfort
of my sheltered and privileged life. How
can You stand it?”

“Yes. I see it all.”
“So, where is the redemption in
all of it? How can there be a
‘good ending’ to the story of a
person who undergoes horrific
abuse? There’s nothing anyone
can say to make such suffering
‘better’ or less horrific, less evil. I
know you are good.
JANUARY 2022 • TIKKUN AMERICA RESTORE | 24

I saw a grandfather up in his attic
rummaging through old boxes. He
finally found what he was looking for–
an unlabeled box. He brought it down
to his living room where his grandson
was waiting. With a smile, the
grandfather opened his box and the
little boy peered inside. It was full of all
kinds of treasures the grandfather had
been saving–special stuff that very few
even got to know about, let alone see.
The little boy looked with wonder and
the grandfather began to hand him
treasures from inside the box.
The Lord was showing me that He
brings down His kingdom treasures to
those who suffer. He does this in the
very moment of their suffering. Such
treasures might be the tangible
comfort of the Holy Spirit, openedeyed visions of Messiah and His
conquering love, supernatural peace
and joy, indefatigable confidence in
the Lord’s goodness.
But honestly, I’m not sure your goodness
is good enough, Father. Where is your
goodness to reverse the horror of evil? I
know in the end, your Son will come and
utterly crush evil. But what about those
who are crushed by evil in the
meantime?”
Then the Lord spoke something that
changed my life. I heard Him say to me in
a very soft voice, “Hallel, You have no idea
what I provide those people in the very
moment of their suffering.”
As soon as He spoke, a revelation filled
me.

The bottom line is this: the level of
God’s extreme and miraculous power
rises to not only meet, but also
EXCEED the level of extreme darkness.
He not only does this on a global level
as we approach the return of the
Messiah, but He also has done and will
continue to do this for us all on a
personal level.
The personal miracles God performs in
extreme situations are not only
external, like the three men in
Scripture saved from burning in the
fiery furnace, but also internal, like the
divine strength to say,
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“I will go into the fire rather than reject
the name of my God.” In fact, I would
argue that the miracle of supernatural
strength to be willing to undergo such
suffering is just as much of a miracle
as the fact that the men were not
burned.
There are thousands of stories of
people who were handed God’s
treasures in the very moment of their
suffering.

Our Savior has always been the Savior of
the underdog, the abused, the victimized,
and the outcast. His saving work is not
always to deliver us from the suffering of
our flesh. Instead, He brings us into a
deeper intimacy with Him through our
suffering and He brings down His kingdom
treasures to share with us.
So, the final word is in: God’s goodness is
complete, final, and secure.
It is good enough!

Think of Stephen when he was being
stoned, the apostle Paul (Sha’ul) on
several occasions during multiple
beatings and imprisonments, for Joan
of Arc being burnt at the stake, Corrie
Ten Boom in Nazi concentration
camps, and even just this past April
with the pastors in Mozambique who
lost their families at the hands of ISIS.
There are thousands of testimonies
that have been compiled in sources
like Voices of the Martyrs (John Foxe)
that speak of the truth that God brings
down His treasures from heaven in the
very moment of a person’s suffering.
This continues to be one of the most
significant ways He reveals Himself to
others. Most every person understands
that human beings are not capable of
having true joy, forgiveness, courage,
or peace in the face of suffering. These
things are true works of God.
And they speak loudly of His nature.
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GOD'S GOODNESS

it is
enough
HALLEL SCHELL
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