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Divine
Drudgery
BENJAMIN JUSTER
There
are
many
tedious
and
mundane activities of life that never
end — laundry, dishes, commuting to
and from work, cleaning up after the
pets. You get the idea. Drudgery.
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Drudgery is defined in MerriamWebster as dull, irksome, and
fatiguing work: uninspiring labor. It is
the grind and travail of life. These
activities are necessary to keep an
ordered life, but they can wear on
your emotions and steal your joy. But,
you may even feel that way about this
season of your job or ministry.
Part of the innate sense within each of
us is that we were created for a higher
purpose. Many of us have had parents,
teachers, or mentors that encouraged
us to strive for more and to become
the best that we could be.

If this is internalized in an unhealthy
way, someone can feel that their
worth is tied to measuring up to these
perceived expectations.
A leading cause of shame is when
people feel like they are not doing as
much as they think they “should” be
doing or are missing out on their
greater purpose in life. But shame is a
dangerous task master — it will cause
you to seek identity and affirmation
from people and activities rather than
from the Father through the Holy
Spirit.

As believers, it is critical that we learn
to walk with God and to find joy in the
midst of all aspects of life. This does
not mean that every activity will be
enjoyable or fun. But it is crucial to
grasp that your worth is in God and
not in what you are doing for Him or
in the number of people you seem to
be impacting.
Sometimes, Yeshua is asking you to
simply sit at His feet and spend time
with Him. That is the most difficult
thing to do for those who are trapped
in the cycle of measuring up through
achievement.
As a younger man, I would
often get restless when I
wasn’t doing something
visible. Even serving within
a congregation, when not
done with excellence unto
the Lord, could become a
trap of self-righteousness
and pride. Many of us are
unhappy because we have
tried to choose the work
and ministry of our pleasure
rather than demonstrate
His
glory
within
the
circumstances
for
this
season.
Yet, the focus on loving
others well and doing the
regular
and
mundane
responsibilities with a joyful
heart can be just as
important to thriving in the
Kingdom.
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We are able to live with grace in the
valley and make the drudgery an
opportunity to reveal the Divine.
Life in community is healthiest when
everyone contributes to the more
trivial activities with a heart of
gratitude. When people lovingly serve
one another, the relational bonds
become resilient and strong. Do not
complain and resist where God has
placed you.
The process of discipleship is about
stripping
away
everything
that
hinders us from being fully the Lord’s.
Then, we walk with Him in every area
of life as Yeshua would if He were in
our place.
“... then make my joy complete by
being of the same mind, having the
same love, united in spirit, with one
purpose.
Do
nothing
out
of
selfishness or conceit, but with
humility consider others as more
important than yourselves, looking
out not only for your own interests
but also for the interests of others.” Philippians 2:2-4, TLV
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Practice a few of these steps toward divine drudgery:
Worship - if you can see the activity as an opportunity for
worship, you can have wonderful fellowship with God in the
midst of the task. Brother Lawrence in Practicing the Presence
could maintain meaningful intimacy with the Father
throughout the day.
Think of the Other - When you visualize and imagine the
blessing your service will be to others, it makes the task easier.
Get a picture of the people you are serving in your mind. This
will help make even hidden tasks more rewarding.
Listen to the Word - Mundane tasks often don’t require much
brain power. You can refocus by listening to an audio Bible or
other edifying audio books or messages.
Make it Fun - It may be helpful to invite other people into the
task to do it together. Shared work, even tedious work, can be
satisfying.

Benjamin Juster
Editor in Chief
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Discipleship and
Community:
Living Out a Love That Is Real
DANIEL JUSTER
Before we had Messianic Judaism in
our lives, Patti and I-- from about 19701971-- were on a quest asking, “What
really is the nature of the Church?” This
question came in the midst of a
context where secular writers were
ringing alarm bells left and right on the
social trends within America. There
was almost a nationwide loss of the
stability of place, friendships, extended
family and even local neighborhoods.
We were mere economic pawns in the
system and were allowing our lives to
revolve around money and the ease of
mobility for seeking greener pastures.
In the end, these trends only lead to a
deeper sense of alienation and loss.
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Surely, we thought, the Church must
have an answer to this problem. We
were also very discouraged by what we
experienced as we looked for a Church
and experienced, what I only now call,
“Go to meeting Church.” You know - sit
down, stand up, sing a hymn, have
announcements, have another hymn,
take an offering, hear a special music
piece, hear a sermon, receive an
invitation and then a benediction and
we go home.
The special music might have been
really special and the sermon quite
good,
but…
but...
“Where
was
community?” - we often asked each
other.

18

Then we discovered from Acts 2:42 and
groups of people who believed that
the local church should work to build
communities of relationships that last;
like an extended family. We also
realized that these churches were the
key
to
discipleship.
Without
committed
lasting
covenant
relationships, discipleship would be
greatly hindered. We had to be
committed to make disciples together
and to motivate one another to deeper
discipleship.
We anticipated the great teaching of
Dallas Willard in his book The Divine
Conspiracy, that one is discipled when
he or she generally obeys the
commandments of Yeshua. We have
likewise
sought
to
apply
this
throughout our ministry and within
Tikkun. We have actively chosen to
mitigate congregational hopping and
moving away as we sought to
encourage the people to only leave a
community if convinced of the leading
of the Spirit.
At the end of the day, of course, a
person has to obey what he or she
thinks the Spirit is saying. However, to
orderly govern this and curb the
human ability to rationalize carnal
desires, we have asked all to test what
they said the Spirit was saying to them
and to seek confirmation with their
closest friends and leaders. Ultimately,
it was their decision without any
negative onus. This has worked well for
us for over 49 years. We found that a
Messianic Jewish pattern of life was
greatly helpful in community building.

DECEMBER 2021 • TIKKUN AMERICA RESTORE | 11

the heart is the
key to
discipleship
Today there is a new movement that
adds to our knowledge of discipleship
in community. One of our leadership
couples in Tikkun America, Daniel and
Berelyn Gillespie encouraged us to look
into it. The leaders of this movement
teach that without bonding in a
community where all embrace mutual
encouragement
and
correction,
discipleship does not usually take
place. This movement grew out of a
ministry in Pasadena, California called
the Shepherd's House. The center of
the teaching of the Shepherd’s House
is that the heart is the key to
discipleship, not just the head or
intellectual content as is the emphasis
of many churches. They call this rightbrain discipleship.
To make sure we avoid philosophical
materialism, I like to speak of it as
right-brain/soul or heart since all that
we see in the brain exists in another
dimension in the spiritual realm. A
simple introduction for understanding
this teaching is the book The Other
Half of the Church by Michael
Hendricks and Jim Wilder. In his last
years, Dallas Willard embraced the
teachings of the Shepherd’s House and
the organization which grew out of it,
Life Model Works.
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This kind of
community
will draw
them through
love that is
real.

It has never been my goal to build big or to
build small but to build faithfully with the
people God brings into our sphere of
responsibility as elder shepherds. God’s
concern is two-fold.
One is the quality of discipleship in
community, that is, what happens to people
connected in our congregations. The
second is the ability of the congregation to
reach out in love to those who do not know
Yeshua and draw them into the
community.
When we think of ministry to the Jewish
people, there are so many of our people
that are wounded, confused and hurting.
This kind of community will draw them
through love that is real. We can be a loving
community of healing for our people.
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Reminder
Practice a few steps toward divine
drudgery...
Agree

Part 2

Messiah's
Mutual
Mandate
JACK JACOBS

The Calling of the Nations
What
is
Messiah’s
Mutual
Mandate? In Part One I used the
term “Messiah’s Mutual Mandate”
to describe the biblical mandate
God has given Israel to be a
blessing to the nations (Genesis
12:3). Likewise, God has provided
the Gentile church a biblical
calling to bless Israel and the
Jewish people (Romans 11:11,
Romans 15:27). I refer to this dyad
of
interconnecting
biblical
instructions as “Messiah’s Mutual
Mandate.”

As Jewish and Gentile believers
in Yeshua learn to cooperate in
these mandates, God’s glory is
manifested through the unity in
His Body by the power of the
Spirit (John 17:22). Yeshua
specifically prays to the Father
for all His followers in John
10:23, “that they may be
perfected in unity, so that the
world may know that You sent
Me, and loved them, even as
You have loved Me.”
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We cannot underestimate the importance of
accomplishing these significant spiritual
end-times mandates.
Part one focused on God’s specific
calling for us who are in Messianic
congregations. The biblical pathway
was examined in how strong, godly
relationships with our brothers and
sisters in the Church are being
established. Now, in Part Two, we turn
our attention to that which God has
instructed His Gentile believers in the
Church to pursue. In this regard, I will
be referencing my book “Hear O
Nations,” which highlights the biblical
commands which God has directly
given to the Nations.
A number of years ago, I sensed the
Ruach haKodesh leading me to search
out “Hear O Israel” passages besides the
Shema of Deuteronomy 6:4, which
Yeshua referred to as the most
important commandment (Mark 12:29).
A short time later, I sensed the Holy
Spirit nudging me a second time to
look for something I honestly did not
know I would find.
I knew there were many references in
the Bible concerning the Nations, but I
could not recall whether God had
actually addressed the Nations by
name with important instructions as
He had done with Israel.
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Sure enough, there are several
commands specially given for the
Nations to “Shema” -- to hear and
obey! Let’s take one of these “Hear O
Nations” commands to look at within
this article.
In Deuteronomy 32:43a we find the
Nations being spoken to directly
through Moses, “Rejoice, O nations,
with
His
people.”
What
a
straightforward,
yet
profound
exhortation to the Gentiles who are
obediently following the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; to rejoice
with the Jewish people!
In Romans 15 Paul, the Shaliach
(Apostle) to the Gentiles, cites this
passage from Deuteronomy, as well as
other passages from the Old Covenant
that confirm God’s desire that the
Nations be relationally connected with
the Jewish people for blessing.

"Rejoice O nations,
with His people."

rejoice with us
in unity as the "one
new man"
Paul quotes this “Hear, O Nations”
passage as part of his explanation
regarding the important spiritual
calling of Gentile believers to bind
themselves in rejoicing with God’s
chosen
people.
In
addition
to
Deuteronomy 32:43, Paul also quotes
Isaiah 11:10 and David from Psalm 18:49
and Psalm 117:1. In this passage, we
have a clear proclamation of God’s
plan of radical unity between all His
people-- Jewish and Gentile, in Messiah
Yeshua for great mutual blessing:
“Therefore accept one another just as
Messiah also accepted you, to the
glory of God. For I declare that
Messiah has become a servant to the
circumcised for the sake of God’s
truth, in order to confirm the promises
given to the patriarchs and for the
Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy.
As it is written, ‘For this reason I will
give You praise among the Gentiles,
and I will sing to Your name.’
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And again it says, ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles,
with His people.’ And again, ‘Praise
Adonai all you Gentiles, and let all the
peoples praise Him.’ And again, Isaiah
says, ‘There shall be a shoot of Jesse;
and the One who arises to rule the
Gentiles, in Him shall the Gentiles
hope.’ Now may the God of hope fill
you with all joy and shalom in trusting,
so you may overflow with hope in the
power of the Ruach haKodesh.”
Romans 15:7-13 (TLV)
Inspired by the Ruach haKodesh, Paul
brings this powerful word to Gentile
believers exhorting them in the
tremendous
blessings
God
has
brought forth for them through Israel
and, therefore, they are to “rejoice, O
nations with His people.”
Just as importantly, our mandate as
Messianic believers (from Part 1) is to
take a lead role toward building
relationships with the local churches.
We are to make ready the way for the
Gentiles to rejoice with us in unity as
the “one new man” from Ephesians
2:14-16.

We define the Church as those from
all nations who have been joined to
the Jewish people and their destiny for
the sake of the redemption of the
world.”
How awesome! What a cause for
rejoicing among all of God’s people,
and the Lord’s amazing plan to
victoriously advance His Kingdom
before His return!

There are other important “Hear, O
Nations” passages in which God
exhorts the Nations to their calling for
abundant mutual blessing. Dan Juster
has also provided much teaching on
this subject within his books and
messages. Here is one quote taken
from a message Dan gave at IHOP
(International House of Prayer) Eastern
Gate in 2016 stating,

Hallelujah, we are seeing more and
more of Messiah’s Mutual Mandate
coming to pass in our generation.
There are major churches in America
that have come to grasp and advance
Messiah’s Mutual Mandate. Tikkun is
blessed to come alongside churches as
they begin to recognize their biblical
calling, which includes nurturing
Jewish identity for Jewish believers in
their congregations, for outreach “to
the Jew first” (Romans 1:16) and their
calling to “rejoice O Nations with His
people” (Deuteronomy 32:43a).
Indeed there is much darkness in the
world today, however, it is such an
exciting season to be living for Yeshua “For such a time as this” (Esther 4:14),
shining the light of Messiah’s Mutual
Mandate in partnership with the
Church.

“The purpose of Israel is to be God’s
priestly instrument to restore the
Nations to the blessing of God. So,
how do we define the Church?
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THE BEAUTY OF
PSALM 81

POSTMODERN
PAINTING. Stella
alternately paints in
oil and watercolor

H. MICHAEL WEINER

Thursday is known in Hebrew as “Yom
HaChamishi,” meaning “the fifth day.”
Every day has a “Psalm of the Day” and
the one for Thursday is Psalm 81. Psalm
81 has 17 verses. Let’s not rush when we
take opportunities to read through
them.
Psalm 81 starts with a series of five
sudden commands to worshippers. In
this short article, we are only going to
study the first three commands.
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“For the music director, on the Gittite
lyre, of Asaph. Sing for joy to God our
strength, shout to the God of Jacob!
Lift up a song.” - Psalm 8:1, TLV
Of these commands, in verse 1 we find,
(1.) Sing for joy to God our strength, (2.)
shout to the God of Jacob! And (3.) Lift
up a song. These first three commands
are a call to an attitude of praise,
worship and thanksgiving to, and
before God.

The first command is to “sing.” The
Hebrew word used here to sing, means
so much more. It is “Har’ni’nu” from
“Ranan” which means to be so
overcome with joy that one cannot
contain their shouts for joy. It is both
plural and an imperative and is a
command for us all to be so
overwhelmed with gladness that we
cannot contain our shout of praise. We
are not just singing, we are bursting
forth with an expression of our gladness
to the God of our strength!
The second command is to shout. This
is the same shout in Hebrew that
caused the walls of Jericho to tumble in
Joshua 6:5b stating,
“…have all the people shout a loud
shout—

then the wall of the city will fall down
flat, and the people will go up,
everyone straight ahead.” (TLV)
From the Hebrew, this is the same
Shoresh used as the Shofar sounding
command “Teruah,” in giving three
medium blasts that signal us to rally to
our banner and fight as a fighting unit.
This “shout” is also to God, who is further
described as the “God of Jacob.” The
“God of Jacob” is the “God of the
overcomer.” Jacob was the one who
wrestled with God and prevailed. Not
that he beat God in wrestling (no one
could do that), but that he would not
let go of God until he received his
blessing. May we have the strength to
shout praises to God until we receive
our blessing.
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The third command is found at the
beginning of Psalm 81:3(2) “Lift up a song…”
The Hebrew word for “lift up” is “S’u.” Again, it
is written in the plural imperative, as is the
rest of the Psalm, so it is a command for us
all. It is the same exact word that is used in
Psalm 24:7
“Lift up your heads, O gates, and be lifted
up, you everlasting doors: that the King of
glory may come in.” (TLV)
But wait, how do we “lift up” a song? We sing
it to the Lord and lift it up as an offering
before Him. This is consistent with the fourth
command found in verse two. It is translated
“strike” or “sound” a “timbrel” or “tambourine,”
but again, the Hebrew communicates this
differently. The Hebrew word “T’nu” (again
the plural imperative) comes from “Noten”
meaning simply “to give.” The connotation is
one of placing or giving an offering before
the Lord, yet this time an offering of the
sound of the tambourine.
Our worship of God, according to Scripture,
is not for us. We benefit by worshipping Him,
but He is the recipient. Whoever said, “I
didn’t like the worship today,” has just
communicated one of the silliest things a
person could say. It was never intended for
you. Our worship is offered for God’s
approbation and pleasure. Worship is a
sacrifice to the Lord. We lift it up and lay it
down before Him. As Hebrews 13:15-16
declares,
“Through Yeshua then, let us continually
offer up to God a sacrifice of praise—the
fruit of lips giving thanks to His name. Do
not neglect doing good and sharing, for
with such sacrifices God is well pleased.”
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Our worship of
God, according
to Scripture, is
not for us. We
benefit by
worshipping
Him, but He is
the recipient.
H. MICHAEL WEINER

Juleon Akana

Lifestyle Evangelism
As followers of Yeshua the Messiah we
are called to testify to the grace and
mercy of the Lord in every sphere of life,
to give ourselves as living sacrifices
(Romans 12:1) and to lead lives that are
worthy of the calling which we have
been called (Ephesians 4:1). Yet in this,
what does it truly mean to let our lives
become an offering, or to live out a
calling of Lifestyle Evangelism?
Yeshua came preaching the Kingdom
of God, and He commanded His
followers to do the same—
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“As you go, proclaim, the kingdom of
heaven is near, heal the sick, cleanse
those afflicted with tzara’at, expel
demons. You have received without
paying, so give without asking
payment” (Matthew 10:6-8).
Some are called to a ministerial office,
while others are called to build a career
within the secular world. Wherever life
leads, we are being transformed into
mature believers and, as like-minded
Jews and Gentiles, are being formed
into Yeshua’s one new humanity
(Ephesians 2:15, 4:15).

We told him exactly what we heard
from the Spirit and he confirmed that
cancer had taken his brother only
days before. During prayer we sensed
the unmistakable presence of God fall
on us. His whole demeanor changed
as he expressed what we already
could sense, the dunamis (power) of
the Holy Spirit.
Imagine that you are a prisoner
waiting your turn to be sentenced. The
night before, you pray in your bunk
that you will be set-free, and a guard
gives you a key. Now you are the only
person who is free on the inside. You
are given authority to help release the
other captives, and nothing can hurt
you. Likewise, we are able to lead the
lost sheep of the House of Israel to
freedom by leading them back into
the
arms
of
the
Shepherd;
encouraging, edifying, and comforting
those who mourn in Zion.
We likewise are predestined to conform
to the image of our Lord (Romans 8:29)
and be renewed in our minds as we
discern the will of God; what is good,
acceptable, and perfect (Romans 12:12).
For me, an understanding of Lifestyle
Evangelism all started on a flight from
New York to Florida. I was in the middle
seat, my wife Amanda by the window,
and our neighbor in the aisle. He was
noticeably tense and appeared to be
grieving. As we watched the tarmac come
into view, the Ruach spoke to Amanda
and myself about this man. I heard it loud
and clear as the word “cancer” rang like a
bell three times in our ears.

We do our best to imitate Yeshua, not
because we want to be noticed, but
because we desire to make Yeshua
known through the love of God that
was poured into our hearts, so that
fallen humans still living in the
bondage of sin will come into the
completion made possible through
the
plan
of
redemption
and
restoration.
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Just as some are called to be emissaries,
prophets, proclaimers of the Good News,
shepherds, or teachers, all have been
given authority to convey the message of
salvation to those whose beliefs differ
from the truth of the Gospel. Rav Sha’ul
said to a lost and dying world,
“…and neither the delivery nor the
content of my message relied on
compelling words of wisdom but on a
demonstration of the power of the Spirit,
so that your trust might not rest on
human wisdom but on God’s power.” (1
Corinthians 2:4-5, CJB)
Wherever we are, on an airplane, in the
local grocery store, or at work, we are
always the light of the world. Yeshua uses
our unique personalities (which are made
in His image) to let those bound in
darkness out, to be brought into the light.
You have been commissioned as an
ambassador of Heaven to teach
everything the Lord has commanded!

With regard to our calling to
lifestyle evangelism, I sense that
the voice of the Spirit is saying
that your time is now! The time
to shine your light is coming
sooner than you think, to show
the world who I AM in you, as a
living sacrifice, set apart in the
freedom imparted through the
everlasting God, to the Jew first
and equally to the Gentile.
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WHEREVER WE ARE:

WE ARE
ALWAYS
THE LIGHT
OF THE
WORLD.
JULEON AKANA
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