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OVERCOMING
INFORMATION
INTOXICATION
BENJAMIN JUSTER

You will not grow by reading this
magazine.
What? Stay with me.
Several months ago, God put it on my
heart to launch a magazine that would
represent the unique combination of
values and Kingdom principles we aim
to reproduce within our Tikkun
America family of congregations and
ministries.
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When I shared the vision with the
leadership team, there was great
enthusiasm. Yet, the danger is that the
magazine would become just added
noise in the midst of so many quality
publications that are already available.
In that regard, we believe God inspired
us to sharpen the vision for the
magazine to focus on equipping.

The goal is to provide you with
concepts to apply to your life, within
your family, your community, your
school, or within your workplace.
Authors are being encouraged to hone
in on areas of practical growth.
But you won’t grow by reading the
magazine.
Though it might seem obvious, you will
only grow through what you are able to
apply in the grit and grind of life. It is
easy to fall into the trap of information
intoxication.
This is when the information inputs
overload your ability to apply what you
are learning as led by the Holy Spirit. I
find myself doing this all too often
because I love to read.
Don’t settle for knowledge — disciples
become the teaching. We should be
adding to our godly character (divine
nature) throughout our lives. The
process never stops.

“Through these things He has given us
His
precious
and
magnificent
promises, so that through them you
may become partakers of the divine
nature, since you have escaped the
corruption that evil desires have
brought into the world.
Now for this very reason, making every
effort, add to your faith virtue; and to
virtue, knowledge; and to knowledge,

self-control; and to self-control,
patience; and to patience, godliness;
and to godliness, brotherly love; and
to brotherly love, love. For if these
qualities are in you and increasing,
they keep you from becoming idle
and unfruitful in the knowledge of
our Lord Yeshua the Messiah.”
- 2 Peter 1:4-8, TLV
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Can I encourage you to take a little
extra time each month and work on
applying the things that inspire or
convict you within these pages?
This is not a self-help magazine. You
will need the empowerment of grace
by the Holy Spirit to live in and from
the Kingdom.
But bring your intention before the
Father, and He will help you translate
it to action and application.
We are excited to release our third
issue! I also encourage you to go back
and pull up the last two issues to help
you on your journey in Messiah.

Benjamin Juster
Editor in Chief
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YOU WILL ONLY

GROW
THROUGH WHAT YOU ARE
ABLE TO APPLY IN THE
GRIT AND GRIND OF LIFE.

-BENJAMIN JUSTER

CATCH SOME WAVES IN
AARON ALLSBROOK

GOOD
NEWS
FOR
JEWS

Good news has to be good. We’ve all heard of
some of these:
“I got accepted to college!”
“I just got engaged!”
“I’m pregnant!”
“I got the job!”
These are “good news” because they are
things we wanted—really, really wanted—and
receiving them brought us great joy to
receive them. It also brings us joy to share
them with others. No one throws a party for
themselves. We invite people, we laugh, we
dance, we eat—we celebrate!
And many times in that party, we tell our
story, not a generic story, but a real story, full
of hope, struggle, perseverance, and success!
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People want to hear it because it’s
real, because it’s personal. It also
inspires others and gives them hope.
The message of Yeshua is good news
and it’s good news to Jews. This may
be difficult for many to accept, given
the very long history of not-so-good
news from the supposed followers of
Jesus to the Jewish people—“Leave
your people and your way of life and
join the Church,” amongst many other
things—but that was man seeking his
own agenda.

When we think of the Good News, are we
presenting it so it sounds like good news
to Jews? What would sound like good
news to Jews? What did the prophets say,
what did Moses say? How has Yeshua
changed your life? How might we present
Yeshua in a way that brings Jews a
tangible hope?
Let’s think about the person Yeshua. Here
is a man, sent by God to bring the news
that the Kingdom of God is breaking into
this earth and sent to enact the reality that
God is destroying the consequences of sin
and setting people free.

God’s version of “the Good News” is
actually good. His is one of fulfilling His
promise to our fathers to save our
people from our sins, purify us, bring in
the nations to worship the one, true
God, and establish His King, Yeshua, in
Jerusalem. It also includes giving us
His Spirit so we can finally walk in His
ways as He’s always intended for us to
do so. Ultimately, He will establish
peace on earth and bring back His
exiles to Israel. He must bring peace to
the hearts of men before bringing it to
the earth. This sounds like good news,
news that’s worth sharing.
Jews are looking for a message of
hope, a message they can grasp. Most
Jews want something more, hence
their great thrusts of social justice,
environmental protection, caring for
the poor, interfaith work, peace in
Israel and even within various
observances of our traditions are a
means by which Jews interact with
something that is both tangible and
meaningful.
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A servant is to be like his master, so this is
exactly what we need to be sharing! And,
like Yeshua, we need to think about just
how we might share this message with
each individual we encounter, making it
personal and relevant.
First and foremost, we need to get out
there! While we do need to pray (and pray
a lot), we also need to get to work! Yeshua
likened this to planting seeds, cultivating
them, and then harvesting after God
provides the growth. Just like with any
work, there are methods that work for
others, there is trying, and there is figuring
out one’s own way. Each congregation and
each area is going to be different.

Through
prayer
and
evaluation,
leadership will also figure out what
works best or where our focus must be
placed. While it’s wise to look to the
past and to those who have proven
effectiveness
in
outreach,
each
community will have to determine
what is the best course of action for
them.
You can’t go wrong with the classic
getting-out-on-the-streets
and
handing out tracts. If they’re done
well, catchy and to the point, tracts are
still a good means to share quickly
and en masse. You can use this time
to engage in conversation, offer to
pray for people, or even share just how
much God loves them. Ask people
questions to stimulate conversations.
It’s easiest to do this around the
holidays or specific events as this gives
it relevance. Of course, go to areas
where you know there will be many
Jewish people present.
Also, consider joining the “Jewish
Community Center,” (JCC). Meet
people. Have a conversation. Ask
people what synagogue they belong
to. You can offer to pray for people. In
the course of engagement, they will
ask you questions. Be honest. And
then ask questions to get them to
think about what you’re saying. Make
them think.
You can join a class at a local
synagogue that is open to the public.
Find
something
that
genuinely
interests you and sign up.
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Use questions, lots of questions. Invite
people over for Shabbat dinner. Take
them out to coffee. Be real, be normal,
and be bold.
We need to get out, we need to
engage, we need to try and try and try.
If something doesn’t work, figure out
why or try something else. Have a team
dedicated to strategizing.
Pray and fast for wisdom and power.
You can even think about how to serve
at various local Jewish organizations
for no other reason than to just be a
blessing. Let people experience your
love—the love of God. We need to
scatter seeds. The more seed we
scatter, the greater chance we have of
seeing growth. And since it is God’s will
that all Israel be saved, we know He
will bless our efforts.

Pray about when you should share
your faith in Yeshua, but do determine
to do so. Sometimes it’s upfront, and
sometimes it’s after people get to
know you a bit. It’s important that
others see us as good, decent people.
Go to events put on by the larger
Jewish community. Sign up for a 5K
Run to support the Maccabi games,
go to a rally to support Israel, attend a
holiday celebration for which your
congregation doesn’t have services—
get to where Jews are and engage
with them.
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HANUKKAH
ILLUMINATING AS THE LIGHT
OF THE WORLD
December with its holiday celebrations is a time of
great joy for most Americans and many around the
world. Yet, with the parallel imagery between
Christmas and its decorated trees, holiday music
BY MARK RANTZ
and celebrations and that of Hanukkah, often many
Jews experience confusion from what is commonly
referred to as the “December Dilemma.” Now, I am
in no way bashing Christmas when it is celebrated
in a healthy way that honors Yeshua.
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Even so, everyone must be led by the
Spirit, authentically knowing and
living out their individual callings as
both Jews and Gentiles in Messiah.
Whether God leads you to forgo
Christmas altogether, or to embrace it
as some do, or as in my house, make
December 25th our “Chinese Food
and a Movie Day,” the truth still
remains that there has to be a deeper
meaning which God intends for us to
grasp during the Hanukkah season.
“Here, we are not called to assimilate
or abandon our Jewish lifestyle. Yet at
the same time, it is within this tension
of holiday’s where I believe we find
our true answer, forcing us to look at
Hanukkah with new and wondrous
eyes.”
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“Where some Christians only look
superficially
upon
their
Advent
celebrations, we as Messianic believers,
also run the risk of falling into that same
malaise of only looking upon the
surface.”
Whether it be in lighting the eight
candles of our Hanukkiah (and never
contemplating its true meaning), or in
playing with dreidels and eating yummy
treats like latkes and sufganiyot without
asking why, we too can miss God’s heart
and mission for our lives because, we
are not really looking to the light of
God’s intended message. Many have
sadly interpreted Hanukkah as an
exclusively minor and non-biblical
holiday, but is this really true? … I don’t
think so, and in fact it may be one of the
most important holidays

on the Jewish calendar in reflecting
God’s love, faithfulness, covenantal
promises and hope to both Jew and
Gentile alike!

Although many had chosen to follow
the zeitgeist (spirit of the age) and
embrace Greek paganism over Adonai,
God had a plan. Judah Maccabee and
his warriors cleansed and rededicated
the Temple, and the golden menorah
was again rekindled. A tiny cruse of oil
was used to bring light to the most
holy place for eight days and nights.

As such, the prophet Daniel foretold
these events concerning Antiochus
(and later with the man of lawlessness
in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-10) proclaiming,

His forces will rise up and
profane the fortified Temple;
they will stop the daily
offering and set up the
abomination of desolation.
With smooth words he will
seduce those who act
wickedly against the
covenant. But the people
who know their God will
stand strong and prevail.”
Daniel 11:32-33, TLV
If the Word of God had not been
fulfilled, and if the Maccabees had not
been successful in their revolt, then the
plans of our adversary would have
succeeded in crushing out all Jewish
life, destroying the Tanakh and erasing
the worship of the one true God.
In fact, if their intended wickedness
had come to pass, even Yeshua might
never have been born at all!

Like our Hanukkiah, for eight nights we
are reminded of our calling to bring
illumination to a world full of sin and
darkness. Today, we too are called to
bear God’s true light in Messiah, and
that Adonai Himself is our true
champion in every circumstance. Of
this, our famous hymn, Ma’oz Tzur
(Rock of Ages) recounts:

R o c k o f Age s , l e t o u r
s o n g p r a i s e T h y s av i n g
po w e r . T h o u ami ds t t h e
r a g i n g f o e s was t o u r
s h e l t e r i n g t o we r .
F u r i o u s , t h e y as s ai l e d
u s , B u t T h y ar m
availed for us,
a n d T h y Wo r d br o k e
t h e i r s wo r d - wh e n o u r
o wn s t r e n g t h f ai l e d u s . ”
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Because God is true light and in Messiah He dwells in us, we are called to reflect His
light in every life sphere and circumstance as Yeshua exhorts,
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be
hidden. Likewise, when people light a lamp, they don’t cover it with a
bowl but put it on a lampstand, so that it shines for everyone in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before people, so that
they may see the good things you do and praise the Father in
heaven.”
It is God by His Ruach who fills and illuminates us to be His disciples and reflect His
love and goodness to a broken world. It is also seen at Hanukkah through the
simplicity of the kindled flame that we are in fact light bearers for Yeshua and are
called to proclaim the Good News to Israel and all the nations of the world. In this,
the miracle of the Hanukkiah is also our mandate to go forth in Messiah’s name.
So, this year remember that as you take up the center (shamash) candle and
illuminate the other eight candles, you are not merely spreading light to the entire
house but also are reminded that Yeshua our Messiah - the Light of the World will
never leave or forsake you, and it is He alone who illuminates you as both Jews and
Gentiles to be His witnesses and to bear the light of His Kingdom.
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06:30

Sunday, November 28

REMINDER

First Light of Hanukkah!

Yay!

Chag Sameach!

MESSIAH'S
MUTUAL MANDATE
BY JACK JACOBS
In the last forty years that my wife, Kate,
and I have been blessed to serve in the
same Messianic congregation (Beth Am
Messiah) in New City, NY. Much has
changed locally and in other parts of the
country regarding our relationship with
the Church. Reflecting on the history of
Messianic believers reveals a nearly 1,800
years absence of a strong Jewish presence
in the Body of Messiah.
This timeline closely parallels the Jewish
people being without their homeland,
Israel. Understandably, our reemerging
modern
Messianic
movement
has
experienced the growing pains of
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Part 1

numerous issues related to our
Jewish identity as believers in Messiah
Yeshua, including how to relate with
the Gentile, Christian Church. Back in
the 1970’s and 80's, we were a
pioneering spiritual work-in-progress;
finding our way back to where we left
off so many centuries before.
Wow, what an amazing journey of
God’s great love, grace, mercy,
faithfulness and patience helping us
grasp and move forward to where we
are now in our calling as Messianic
believers!

God has significantly used the
teaching of so many of our Tikkun
leaders to reveal the biblical calling
upon believing Israel to the nations
and, likewise, the biblical calling of
Gentile believers toward Israel and the
Jewish people. It is these dual sets of
biblical instructions that I am
referencing here as our “Messiah’s
Mutual Mandate.”
My goal for both Part 1 and 2 of
Messiah’s Mutual Mandate is to help
bring to light some of the more
weighty spiritual implications for
Messianic congregations in unity with
the Church. Scripture indicates the
fulfillment of these mutual mandates
will usher in a tremendous end-time
revival of salvation (Romans 11:15, John
17:23). It seems fitting that Part 1
should thus begin with us Messianic
Jews.
As other Tikkun congregations have
experienced, our relationship with local
Churches has produced wonderful fruit
over the years. However, we are still
learning about and growing in the quality
of unity Yeshua spoke of when He prayed
to His Father, in John 17:23:

“... That they may be perfected in unity,
so that the world may know that You
sent Me, and loved them, even as You
have loved Me.”

For me, a crucial paradigm shift in
thinking regarding our relationship
with the Church came about through
Asher Intrater, President of Tikkun
International.
Asher wrote an article around 2010
entitled “Our Support for the Church.”
Asher’s teaching on this subject
remains vitally important today in
accomplishing our biblical mandates
as Messianic congregations.
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“We, Messianic believers, have given
thousands of teachings on Jewish roots,
particularly from Romans 11. In that
chapter, Paul is addressing a group of
Italian Christians about the importance of
their covenantal and spiritual connection
with the Jewish people. Recently, I was
meditating on the reverse implications of
this passage; what would it mean if Paul
were to address us today? As he
challenges the international Church to be
connected to Israel through the Messianic
remnant, the responsibility then falls on
the Messianic remnant to be connected
to the Church.
Romans 11:18 – You do not support the
root, but the root supports you.
All too often our teaching from Romans
11 has been skewed in such a way as to
garner prayer support, financial support,
and volunteer support from churches to
the neglect of rightly honoring our call to
be supportive of Gentile believers.

If so, this requires a massive
change of paradigm for the
Messianic community. Let us
garner the faith to resolutely
support our local churches
through strong relationships that
include prayer, giving, and
encouragement.
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Romans 11:17 – You were grafted in
among them and became partakers of
the root and fatness of the olive tree.
According to this verse, we Messianic
Jews should be supplying spiritual life,
vision, faith, love, revelation, covenant,
prophecy, and kingdom truths to the
Body of Messiah around the world. We
should have an overarching attitude of
giving, not taking. We must be filled with
the fullness of the Ruach haKodesh in
order to be a source of blessing to others.
We are to be supplying spiritual life,
being careful that our primary motivation
is of provision rather than receiving.
Romans 11:16 – If the root is holy, so are
the branches.
The Messianic Jewish movement is called
to be a source of holiness, purity,
integrity,
faithfulness,
dedication,
humility, and honesty to the Church.
Sadly, at times, we have fallen far short of
the mark. We need to guard against our
traditions or anything else that would
cause a lack of holiness. Let us take up
our mantle to restore moral values and
purity of motives to the Body of Messiah
as opposed to primarily promoting our
own agenda. Let us become a sanctifying
influence to the Church.
Our very calling from the beginning of
Abraham's covenant with God was to be
a blessing to the nations (Genesis 12:3).
We want to bless not only from the
Aaronic benediction in Numbers 6, but
also the High Priestly prayer of Yeshua of
John 17.

The great commission of world
evangelism was the motivation of the
first century Messianic community.
That should be our goal today as well;
not only by sharing the good news of
the Messiah ourselves, but also by
motivating the Body of Messiah
everywhere to do the same.
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Being
the
chosen
people
has
responsibilities toward the nations and
the Church, not just privileges to be
obtained from them. Let us rise up and
be the blessing God intends for us to be.”
I recall how challenging Asher’s teaching
from Romans 11 was to me when I first
read it. However, his points were well
taken about certain faulty attitudes
which have influenced our relationship
with the Church. I think many of the
mistakes were more prevalent in the
early days from which, I trust, we have
learned from.
Asher’s exhortation continues to carry a
resounding “yes and amen” from the
Ruach haKodesh which has greatly

helped me carry these biblical truths
from Romans 11 into my relationship with
the Church.
May every Tikkun congregation prosper
in advancing our portion of Messiah’s
Mutual Mandate in relationship with all
our precious brothers and sisters in the
Church “for such a time as this.” (Esther
4:14)
In Part 2 our focus will turn to the
significant “Hear, O Nations” commands
which God gives the Church regarding
their part of the Mutual Mandate which is
coming to fruition. Yeshua’s prayer in
John 17 will certainly be answered.
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THE
MESSAGE
OF YESHUA
IS GOOD
NEWS AND
IT’S GOOD
NEWS TO
JEWS.
-AARON ALLSBROOK

CREATIVE
AUTHORITY
BY PATRICIA JUSTER

"What is it about the beautiful that it can bewitch
and captivate a person who is intellectually alive,
and just why does it excite wonder?"
--Fr. Thomas Dubay, The Evidential Power of Beauty

Some years ago, when the loss of our 12-year-old son was still raw and fresh, I
had entered into a season of weakness. I did not want to pray or minister to
anyone, as I believed the lie that I had nothing to give … I was empty.
It was during this season that God gave me several dreams around the time
of Purim by which He was restoring me to greater authority. In one of the
dreams He was handing me the scepter of Esther that had dropped into a
river. The most powerful dream was of me both sitting and kneeling on a
map of South America, specifically Brazil.

“I did not know
where my
creativity
began or His
because we
were one in
this act of
creating.”
©Patricia Juster
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As I was in the midst of worship and
intercession, black lines of rivers
began to appear all over Brazil. Then
Yeshua, full of joy and the radiance of
His glory, drew near me. He was so
excited about what He was about to
give me. His hands were full of
different colors of watercolor paints
and different sizes of paint brushes.

With great excitement I began to pick
up the paintbrushes and dip them in
the various paints and proceeded to
paint over the rivers. I did not leave
the presence of Yeshua but stayed
plugged into that place of worship
and intercession.
I did not know where my creativity
began or His because we were one in
this act of creating.

Then He placed them alongside the
map where I was kneeling. Next, with
great exuberance, He spoke to me
and said,
“Patty, I am giving you the authority to
paint over the black lines of the rivers
using any color paint you choose and
using any size paint brush.”

I started painting with watercolors a
few months after this dream, and to
this day I can draw on the joy of that
encounter with Yeshua in that dream.
I rarely can engage in creative
activities without being in that place
of worship and connectedness.
What He taught me in this dream
freed me from feeling like I have to
exactly “hear from God”, whether in
creative activity or in prophesying.
He gives me the outline and He uses a
combination of His Spirit and mine
working together to paint or to
prophesy. Many times I trace an
outline of a picture and then fill in the
blanks with suitable colors.
In prophesying, I wait for His outline
and then I am released to add the
color of my choosing to fill in the
blanks.
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©Patricia Juster

"Everything in creation is immersed in
mystery, and thus in principle it
cannot be entirely clear to us. Mystery
implies
a
positive
content
of
knowledge, but also a cut off, a limit
on our knowing. The least atom and
the furthest galaxy are for us, mixtures
of knowing and unknowing.
So rich is creation that we cannot
comprehend it or any part of it
completely. Infinitely more so must
the Author of the universe be an
unspeakable mystery to us, and thus
an unspeakable Splendor."
-Fr. Thomas Dubay,
The Evidential Power of Beauty

©Patricia Juster

God has created us to be able to
share in His creativity, and He wants
to be one with us in the process. This
is a mystery. When I create something
beautiful, I cannot take total credit for
it—and neither can God, as we both
were involved.
He also intended this gift to bring us
great joy as well as to give others the
enjoyment of what we create. Art (in
all forms) is one way we celebrate the
virtues of truth, beauty and goodness.
Engaging in artistic endeavors has the
potential to open us up to appreciate
the beauty of our Creator and of His
Creation.
I no longer look at a flower the same
way—or a tree or an animal. Wow, His
glory shines through everything He
puts His hand to.

©Patricia Juster
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in all forms, is one way we celebrate
the virtues of truth, beauty and goodness.
-PATRICIA JUSTER

ALIYAH

A Call to Pray for New Immigrants

BY LEON MAZIN
Aliyah - much of the Tanakh connects
with the concept of this word. Lahalot,
meaning “to ascend” is an expression
used in the Scriptures when a person
ascends to worship the Lord.
The Tanakh uses the same word to
refer to the ascension and return of the
Jews to the land of Israel. This situation
has been a relevant part of Jewish life
since the days of the Babylonian exile.
This return was called Shivat Zion,
which by the way, is the name of our
congregation in Israel (Shavei Zion Return to Zion).
We used this name because we live in
an amazing age of the New Restoration
of Israel.
The Return to Zion is an important,
practical and spiritual aspect of our
time.

In writing and reminding of this, such is
not only an educational review of the
word Aliyah or Return to Zion, but a
request to pray for Israel's ability as a
country
to
receive
new
Olim
(immigrants), returning to the land of
their forefathers.
More than 100 years ago, Christian
Zionists followed the lead of Theodor
Herzl and his ideas for the reestablishment of the State of Israel.
Communities joined together in prayer,
political activism, and financial support
until the nation was reborn. Today, this
need is no less important.
Despite the fact that the pandemic has
swept the whole world all while rumors
of war and local conflicts around Israel
are a sad reality... Aliyah continues.
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O L I M

NEW IMMIGRANTS RETURNING TO
THE LAND OF THEIR
FOREFATHERS.

In 2021 alone, more than 450 Olim
families (about 2,000 individuals)
received aid through our ministry.
We must rally prayer for Israel's
protection as well as participate in
practical service and financial provision
for
the
restoration
of
the
Spiritual/Messianic congregations in
Israel. This is an important contribution
to what the Spirit of God is doing in the
land and reminds all of Yeshua's
disciples of the Father’s heart for the
children of Israel. There are great
opportunities to support families as
they get settled and for you to actively
get involved in the process of
RESTORATION in the land of Israel. Let's
continue partnering together in God's
work!
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO LEARN MORE
ABOUT SHAVEI TZION CLICK HERE.
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