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Getting
the
Schmutz
Off

BENJAMIN JUSTER
Many of us have had the unfortunate
circumstance of stepping in dog-doo. As
soon as you recognize that you’ve stepped
in it, the normal reaction is to sigh in
frustration or to let slip some other colorful
expletives. On the occasion it has happened
to me, I rush to take out the garden hose to
wash the shoe off completely while the
dung is still fresh—I don’t even want the
residue of it remaining. Yeah, gross, I know.
But I just have to get the schmutz off before
it gets tracked all over the house.
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Or perhaps you didn’t realize you had
stepped in it. You are sitting in the
house with friends or family when
someone exclaims, “What’s that smell!
It smells like dog-doo!” Everyone
simultaneously checks their shoes,
hoping that it does not end up to be
them. Sure enough, one person
discovers the fetid residue clinging to
the crevices of their shoe. Everyone else
points and howls in unison toward the
offender, “EW! Get that out of here!”
You get the idea. Though humorous,
this anecdote can actually be an
analogy for unintentional sin that
invades our lives.
This month is Tishrei, the cyclical
season of introspection, repentance,
God’s
righteous
judgment,
and
atonement. The month of Elul leading
up to the High Holy Days is often a time
for
contemplative
prayer
and
preparation. Even if you “missed” this
year’s opportunity to get ready, I
encourage you to do some selfreflection now in order to repent fully
before God of sins and behaviors that
might have crept in throughout the
year.
Most of us have a conscience that lets
us know when we have sinned—we feel
guilt when we lash out in anger toward
others or act in a manner that we know
is not right or moral. But what about
those times when we don’t realize that
we have sinned? First, it is helpful to
understand what sin is.
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Sin ... the world’s first dirty word.
As early as chapter 3 of Genesis, sin has
already left its mark and corroded the
perfection of creation. And even before
Adam had breathed his first breath, the
deceiver Satan had broken ranks in rebellion
and sin against God, taking a third of the
angels with him.
Though a literal definition of sin can mean
“missing the mark”, the consequences of sin
are much more severe than a simple “miss
take” or “mistake’. Scriptures show that sin
leads to physical death. But this isn’t the
worst of it. Sin separates us from the loving
relationship with our Creator. Anything that
we do that is counter to God’s perfect law
separates us from him, whether we know it
or not.

It is like being stopped by a
police officer and given a ticket
for speeding. Perhaps you didn’t
know that you were going over
the speed limit. It was not your
intention. Regardless, you are not
judged by your intentions. Your
ticket reflects the consequence of
your action. You are guilty of the
infraction even though you were
unaware or your intention was
innocent.
Through the provision in the
sacrificial system for atonement
for
unintentional
sins,
God
mercifully provided a way for
Israelites to restore relationship
with Him. And now, we have a
perfect and complete atonement
through the shed blood of
Messiah Yeshua. Even though we
don’t intend to break His law,
there are times that we hurt one
another or act counter to His
standards.
So, what do we do
unintentional sins today?

with

1. We don’t realize we’ve stepped
in it. Yet, we are still guilty. The
presence of it affects our
relationships. It carries a smell
that others notice. We sometimes
need someone else to point
these out to us. If it is not
addressed, we risk being shut out
of the house.
2. We step in it and recognize it.
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Though some may choose to let it “wear
off” on its own, the best course of action
is to wash it off completely. We need to
seek the full cleansing of our souls so
that no residue remains.
Records of sins overwhelm me—You
will atone for our transgressions.
Blessed is the one You choose and
bring near to dwell in Your courts! We
will be satisfied with the goodness of
Your House—Your Holy Temple. - Psalm
65:4-5 (TLV)
The author of Hebrews posits that the
Tabernacle serves as a symbol for the
present time. Hebrews 9:9 says,
“Accordingly, gifts and sacrifices are
being offered that cannot make the
worshiper perfect with respect to
conscience.” And then in verse 14, “...
how much more will the blood of
Messiah—who through the eternal
Spirit offered Himself without blemish
to God—cleanse our conscience from
dead works to serve the living God?”
(TLV)
Be encouraged to repent and get right
before the Lord today. The renewed
freedom and joyful celebration in
Abba’s Presence that follows is well
worth it!

Benjamin Juster
Editor in Chief
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We need to
seek the full
cleansing of
our souls so
that no
residue
remains.
-BENJAMIN JUSTER

A Deeper
Understanding
of the Fall
Feasts
of the Lord
MICHAEL WEINER
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and
Sukkot are upon us. There is so much
misunderstanding concerning these fall
feasts both within the larger Jewish
community and in the much narrower
Messianic Jewish community. Most
holidays celebrate or memorialize some
historical event; something that has
already happened. For example—
Pesach, Chanukah, Purim, and even
Shavuot which all celebrate past
history.
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However,
these
commanded
memorials and celebrations in the fall
of each year are intended to honor
events which are yet to take place.
Nevertheless, God commands and we
obey.
The Bible uses the term Yom Teruah
(the day of the shout) for what we call
Rosh Hashanah (or the head of the
year). But what is the shout about?

Why do we sound the shofar? The
shofar is sounded to announce the
coronation of the King. For this reason,
Psalm 47:2 and verses 3 and 6 reads,
“Clap your hands, all you peoples!
Shout to God with the voice of joy! …
For Adonai Elyon is awesome, a great
King over all the earth … God is gone
up amidst shouting, Adonai amidst
the sound of the shofar.”

Ten days later is Yom Kippur, the Day of
Atonement. It is also known by another
name, Yom HaDin, or the Day of
Judgment. This is promised in Psalm 96.
Thus, in Psalm 96:12b the Psalmist
declares, “Then all the trees of the forest
will sing for joy before Adonai, for He is
coming! For He is coming to judge the
earth. He will judge the world with
righteousness and the peoples in His
faithfulness.” But as followers of Yeshua, we
have passed out of judgment. So, we
observe the holiday by interceding for our
people who need to know the Jewish
Messiah!
Four days after Yom Kippur, we begin an
8-day celebration of Sukkot (except the
8th day is not actually Sukkot, but an
added day called Shemini Atzeret,
meaning eighth day celebration). The
Prophet Zechariah saw that day clearly
when he wrote at the end of his prophetic
book declaring,
Adonai will then be King over all the
earth. In that day Adonai will be Echad
and His Name Echad. (14:9)
What events are there (in God’s plan for
the world) which have not yet taken place?
Let’s start by reviewing what has already
happened.
But when the fullness of time came, God
sent out His Son, born of a woman and
born under law— to free those under law,
so we might receive adoption as sons.
(Galatians 4:4-5)
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Yes, Passover, First Fruits, and Shavuot
(known as the Spring Feasts) all
commemorate the events of Yeshua’s
first coming. Now, we advance 6
months, into the fall months of the year
as God commands us to memorialize
His second coming, which is soon, but
is not yet.
In the Talmud, the majority of the
rabbis arrive at a false conclusion. They
contemplate these two seasons with an
understanding of their connection to
two different messiahs, Mashiach ben
Joseph (the Suffering Servant) who
comes in the spring and Mashiach ben
David (the Reigning King), who comes
in the fall. In the dialogue provided
within the Talmud, one rabbi suggests,
“What if these two Messiahs are
really only One Messiah Who comes
twice?” He got it right, but sadly, the
majority voted him down.
To support their point of view, the
rabbis recognize that these two
Messiahs are even from different tribes.
Mashiach, the Son of Joseph is from the
tribe of Ephraim, while Mashiach, the
Son of David is the Lion of the tribe of
Judah. Yet the Shema declares the
oneness of God. It caused Maimonides
such a “headache” that he refused to
even mention Mashiach ben Joseph in
his writings. Of course, this is not an
issue for God, Who is in the loins of our
father Abraham, Isaac and then Jacob.
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All of history is summarized in three
consecutive Psalms: Psalm 22, Psalm
23, and Psalm 24. They form a trilogy.
Psalm 22 is all about the suffering
servant of Passover. It begins with
Yeshua’s words from the cross, spoken
on the eve of Pesach where in Psalm
22:2a we read,
“My God, my God, why have You
forsaken me?”
Psalm 23 is all about the present
ministry of Yeshua where the Psalmist
states in the second half of verse 1 that
“Adonai is my shepherd.” Then in Psalm
24 we are reading about the future
where in Psalm 24:7 declares,
“Lift up your heads, O gates, and be
lifted up, you everlasting doors: that
the King of glory may come in.”

The meaning of Sukkot is captured in
the use of the Lulav and the Etrog,
known as the “four species.” These are
waved before the Lord throughout the
holiday. We are very familiar with the
number three representing Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. Here, these 3 are
symbolized by the three types of
branches in the Lulav. The palm is tall
and straight, representing God the
Father. The willow is bent over,
representing Yeshua’s humility. The
myrtle has leaves that look like lips
representing the kisses of the Holy
Spirit.
Then there is the Etrog which is chosen
because it is the size and shape of the
human heart. These four are held
together on Sukkot and waived before
the Lord as we recognize His promise
to make us one with Him. My prayer is
that we will all celebrate God’s
appointed feast days with “Cavenah,”
Hebrew for “intentionality.” May we all
enjoy a sweet new year, a great day of
intercession on Yom Kippur and the
fullness of Sukkot when we are
commanded to be joyful.
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May we all enjoy a sweet
new year, a great day of
intercession on Yom
Kippur and the fullness
of Sukkot when we are
commanded to be joyful.

-MICHAEL WEINER

YOU GET
TO JUST
SHOW
UP
GOD'S ARMS WIDE OPEN

HALLEL SCHELL
“I don’t have to do anything. I just get to
show up!”
This was a sentiment I recently expressed to a
friend of mine in describing the season within
which I find myself.
I have lived many years of serving, ministering,
pouring out—doing. And I love doing. I love to
do for God, for the sake of the Kingdom, for
my husband, for my kids, for many others,
even for myself. And I am very good at doing.
I genuinely love to be productive. I have
always been a very productive, high
functioning person: homeschooling mother
of four, PhD holder, professor, marathon
runner, concert pianist, competitive down-hill
skier, president of multiple clubs and
academic organizations, worship leader since
the age of twelve, and on and on and on,
many of these things at the same time.
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And indeed, there is much work to be
done in every area of life. Of the area of
life which matters so deeply to me, the
Kingdom of God is the greatest; where
Yeshua said that the harvest is huge,
but there aren’t that many workers. I
know the heart of God is blessed by our
sincere desire to do for Him.
So, as I rather suddenly found myself in
a place of putting the brakes on a lot of
the doing, it was not only awkward and
very uncomfortable for me, but it was
confusing. You see, the LORD allowed
me to come to place where I was
startled to find that in all my doing and
sincere love for Him, I was not
connecting to Him in a way that He
designed for me: AS HIS PRECIOUS
CHILD.
My children often want to do for me
because they like to impress me,
surprise me, or get an approving
remark. But do you know what I love
the most when it comes to my
interactions with every single one of my
four kids? I love when they come to me
for a hug, or a snuggle, or a kiss on the
cheek. At any moment, one or more of
them seek me out for a “refill” of love.
That invitation for an all-enveloping
expression of my love for them is always
open to them and they do not have to
do anything other than just show up.
And it is without a doubt one of my
favorite ways to be with my kids—just
pouring out my love on them while
they are in a posture to fully receive it.
How much more so with the Father?
Without realizing it or meaning to, I was
sustaining much (maybe even all?) of
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the doing in my own strength which
suddenly ran dry. I was beyond tapped
out, and I didn’t even know it. I had
gone a LONG time without receiving
hugs from the Father. All my
interactions with the LORD had
become me doing things for Him-intercession, ministry, worship leading—
always seeking His agenda for the
moment for the sake of other people.
Even as I would have time with the
LORD one-on-one, I was always seeking
some kind of answer to a question,
clarity to some kind of scenario, always
agenda-driven. Even when I would
think I was breaking out of the all the
doing, my mindset was still stuck there.
In my times one-on-one with the
LORD, I would often ask, “What do You
want to do with this time?”

18

God is very gracious. Those times were
still ripe with revelation, but I needed
to discover how to simply be with God,
how to just show up. I am still learning
this, but I can tell you that now, as I sit
with Him daily very early in the
morning, my heart wells up before Him
and I often can’t help but saying, “I just
love You so much! Thank You for
spending this time with me!” More
than ever before, I can’t wait for the
wee hours of the morning because it is
truly one of the most wonderful,
special parts of my every day. I get to
snuggle with my Father. And I am sure
that any of the doing He calls me to
will come from a much cleaner,
stronger place as I am surrounded by
His arms. As He daily fills up the well of
my soul to overflowing, the overflow of
His love can bathe anything He puts in
my path.
As we approach the High Holy Day
season, we focus on His sovereignty, His
Holiness, our call to repentance,
forgiveness, and intercession. We
attend services, we fast—we do. Indeed,
it is a busy time and there is much to
be done. But I want to encourage you
to remember that you are first and
foremost YOU. You may be a husband,
a wife, a mom, a dad, a rabbi, a
businesswoman, a student, an athlete,
an artist. But before you were any of
these things, you were His child. You
are made to regularly receive His love
for you. His arms are still wide open to
you. You don’t have to do anything.
Just show up.
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You don’t
have to do
anything.
Just show
up.
-HALLEL SCHELL

Gospel
Check
AN HONEST LOOK AT OUR CALLING IN MESSIAH

REBECCA COWEN-RIKHI
Our great calling as believers in Yeshua
is to preach the Gospel and make
disciples of all nations. Sadly, in our
current day we are seeing a mass
exodus from congregations and from
the faith. Many times, we’d like to place
the responsibility upon those that are
leaving, but I’d rather suggest that we
look inward. If we are seeing people
leave the faith like never before, we
must take a critical look at our faith
structures,

belief systems, and cultural norms. This
is not a moment for defensiveness; this
is a moment for Godly introspection
and self-reflection.It is a time to ask the
Lord to search our hearts and to
illuminate our thinking. Are we truly
leading people to Yeshua or are we
seeking followers for ourselves? Are we
seeking for people to adopt our
ideology,
opinions,
and
political
leanings, or are we seeking for others to
be adopted as sons and daughters of
the Most High God? Are we truly
preaching and living out the Gospel?
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The primary question to ask ourselves
is: Are we in need of a Gospel Check?
The Gospel (Besorah) is Good News,
but it is not a political party, it is not
culture wars and it is not shunning,
judging, or condemning others. It is
God’s kindness that leads us to
repentance (Rom. 2:4). God did not
send His Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the
world through Him. (John 3:17) Let us
consider how Yeshua dealt with
sinners. Yeshua graciously offered
living water to the Samaritan woman
at the well, a perpetual adulterer. (John
4) Concerning the woman brought to
Him caught in the act of adultery, He
said to the Pharisees, “Let any one of
you who is without sin be the first to
throw a stone at her.”

And to the woman He said, “Neither do
I condemn you. Go now and leave
your life of sin.” (John 8) Yeshua also
took compassion on the father
struggling with unbelief who had a
demon-possessed child, and healed
the boy. (Mark 9) He even had grace
and mercy for the thief on the cross
next to Him. Yes, a criminal. He said to
him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be
with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:43) Are
we treating others as Yeshua did? He,
of course, acknowledged any sin but
He consistently had compassion upon
others and showed them the way out
of sin and into salvation. It is also
interesting to note that Yeshua did not
go after Caesar nor the governing
bodies, but rather after the religious
leaders for their hypocrisy.
If we are pushing people away from
Yeshua instead of drawing people to
Him, that is our problem, not their
problem. Paul even talks about a
distorted gospel. In Galatians he says: “I
am astonished that you are so quickly
deserting the one who called you to
live in the grace of Messiah and are
turning to a different gospel— which is
really no gospel at all. Evidently some
people are throwing you into confusion
and are trying to pervert the gospel.”
(Gal. 1:6-7) Furthermore, it says in
James, judgment without mercy will
be shown to anyone who has not been
merciful.
Mercy
triumphs
over
judgment. (James 2:13) If we are to
bring people to Yeshua, we must
conduct ourselves in a manner that is
worthy of the Gospel, (Phil 1:27)
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and we must act justly, love mercy, and
walk humbly with our God. (Micah 6:8)
We are likewise called to speak the
truth in love (Eph. 4:15) and we should
always testify to the good news of God’s
grace to others. (Acts 20:24).
Not only must we live out the Gospel in
words, but also in actions for faith
without works is dead and we must
show our faith through our deeds.
(James 2:14-18) Yeshua said, “Let your
light shine before others, that they may
see your good deeds and glorify your
Father in heaven.” (Matt. 5:16)
And finally, a very sobering set of verses
is seen in Matthew 25:
“When the Son of Man comes in His
glory, and all the angels with Him, He
will sit on His glorious throne. All the
nations will be gathered before Him,
and He will separate the people one
from another as a shepherd separates
the sheep from the goats. He will put
the sheep on His right and the goats
on His left. Then the King will say to
those on His right, ‘Come, you who are
blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for
you since the creation of the world. For
I was hungry, and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty, and you
gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in, I
needed clothes and you clothed me, I
was sick, and you looked after me, I
was in prison, and you came to visit
me.’ Then the righteous will answer
Him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry
and feed you, or thirsty and give you
something
to drink?
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When did we see you a stranger and
invite you in, or needing clothes and
clothe you? When did we see you sick
or in prison and go to visit you?’ The
King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you,
whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you
did for me.’” (Matt. 25:31-40)
Are we doing these things?
As it says in Isaiah: “How beautiful on
the mountains are the feet of those
who bring good news, who proclaim
peace, who bring good tidings, who
proclaim salvation” (Isa. 52:7), and as in
Psalm 96:2 we read, “Let us proclaim
the good news of His salvation from
day to day.”
Are we in need of a Gospel Check?
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Are we
truly
preaching
and living
out the
Gospel?
-REBECCA COWEN-RIKHI

SEVEN WAYS

HOW MESSIANIC JEWS

FULFILL THEIR
“IRREVOCABLE
CALLING”
PART 1

RON CANTOR

Most believers have no issue with the
idea that the Jewish people were the
chosen people of God in the Old
Covenant Scriptures. But what about
today? What about the Jewish people
who have embraced Yeshua? Are they
part of what Paul calls the “irrevocable
call” in Romans 11:29? And, if so, what
does that mean?
As leaders, in Israel, we have found
three views on this topic. First, there is
Replacement
Theology,
or
the
conviction that the Gentile Church has
now wholly replaced Israel as the
people of God and the belief that God is
finished with the Jewish people.
Secondly, there is the idea that
although God’s hand is upon Israel,
Messianic Jews are no longer connected
to national Israel,

but are now part of the Church. This
view holds that when a Jew embraces
Yeshua, they have now come up as part
of the One New Man, and their identity
as a Jew is no longer relevant.
Continuing, advocates of this view insist
that Messianic Jews cannot claim to be
unique and of God’s chosen people,
while at the same time, excluding
Gentile
believers.
Many
Christian
Zionists hold this view; and while they
love unbelieving Israel, they also
distance themselves from Jews who
embrace Yeshua. Finally, there is the
belief that Jewish believers are both
connected to Israel and her irrevocable
calling, as well as part of the global
ecclesia (body of believers). There is no
racial superiority or special standing,
but instead a unique role to play,
particularly in the End Times.
For those who oppose number three
(which is our position), their opposition
is almost always rooted not in theology
but
instead
hurt
feelings,
misunderstanding, or jealousy of God’s
amazing love for the Gentiles. Indeed,
many people who have conclude that
replacement theology is correct have
developed their ideas from a place of
frustration over how much the Bible
speaks of Israel. For such, the idea that
they are now the new-Israel is great
news for them, making them feel
better—even though it is based on bad
theology.
It has often been said that some nonJewish believers at times read of God’s
central role for Israel and feel left out.
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et in this they forget that the centrality
of Israel is the foundation of God’s plan
to not only save the Gentiles; thus,
leading to the salvation and fullness for
all nations (Romans 11:25)—so they
should not at all feel left out. God is
building His “household” from every
nation on earth. The primary reason
that God called one nation, was to
reach the whole world with the gospel.
“It is too small a thing for you to be my
servant to restore the tribes of Jacob
and bring back those of Israel I have
kept. I will also make you a light for the
Gentiles, that my salvation may reach
to the ends of the earth.” (Isaiah 49:6)

The fact that God called Israel is proof
of God’s great love for the nations. This
is also seen with those of us who live as
Messianic Jews in the Land of Israel
where part of the irrevocable calling is
that God would draw us back her from
all over the word in the End Times.
Are Jewish believers not part of that
ingathering? And if not, how can we be
a witness to our Israeli brothers and
sisters?
Furthermore, the promise of land
restoration to Israel is the hope that
believers have been praying into for a
millennia, understanding that it leads
to Romans 11:26, where all Israel is
saved! In the very chapters where
Jeremiah promises that God will make
a new covenant with Israel and bring
them back to their land. You cannot
separate God’s promise to bring the
Jewish people back into their own land
from His promise of End Time spiritual
awakening in Israel.
Ezekiel 36:24-27 says when God brings
the Jews back to Israel, her eyes will be
opened saying,
“I will sprinkle clean water on you…I will
give you a heart of flesh.”
From this, it would seem strange that
once her eyes are opened, she would
no longer be connected to Israel’s
chosenness or calling.
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Hosea foresaw that after Israel suffered,
she would return to her Messiah in the
last days where we read,
“For the Israelites will live many days
without king or prince, without sacrifice
or sacred stones, without ephod or
household gods. Afterward the Israelites
will return and seek the Lord their God
and David their king. They will come
trembling to the Lord and to his
blessings in the last days.” (Hosea 3:4-5)
Obviously, King David has long been
dead, thus confirming that this refers to
Yeshua alone.
In conclusion, we believe that Messianic
Jews have a unique role according to
Scripture. This role is not an issue of
value before God, but one of calling.
Someone left a comment on our
website regarding a recent article and
said,
“I feel like, as a Gentile follower, I’m
supposed to not belong.”
It bothers me deeply that this person
feels this way. I connect with Gentile
leaders all over the world and I have
never sought to make them feel “less
than” and I don’t think they have ever
felt that from me. We should not be
jealous of each other’s calling but
rejoice with each other as we succeed
in our unique callings.
This reminds me of a perfect example,
Eitan Shishkoff is one of the godliest
Pastors I have ever met. He oozes mercy.
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Everyone loves him and we all feel love
from him. I can remember when I first
started out in ministry, I was jealous.
Why didn’t I have that gifting? I had
seen prophets move in the Spirit and
longed to be able to see in the Spirit
and hear from God as they did. Yet, as I
developed
my
gifting
as
a
communicator, fundraiser, and writer, I
was able to rejoice with others in their
gifting and feel blessed in my own. No
one in the kingdom of God should feel
second class. However, if someone does
feel that way, that doesn’t negate the
fact that there are different gifts and
callings in the Body.
Gentile believers are just as close to
Yeshua as Jewish believers. “But now in
Messiah Yeshua, you who once were
far away have been brought near by
the blood of Messiah.” (Ephesians 2:13)

That is the issue of intimacy with God.
There is no difference. Gentile followers
of Yeshua “… are no longer foreigners
and strangers, but fellow citizens with
God’s people and also members of his
household.” (Ephesians 2:19)
The Gentile who draws close and
becomes
citizens
of
the
commonwealth of Israel does not in
any way negate the calling on
Messianic Jews.
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We were already in the Olive Tree of
which the nations are grafted in. Jewish
believers remain in the Olive Tree
through faith, and Gentile believers join
them there as well. However, as stated
above, passages such as Romans 11
does not indicate that the Jews who
remain are no longer connected to the
irrevocable call that he mentions just a
few scriptures later, but instead our
irrevocable calling in Messiah as God’s
chosen people.

WE SHOULD NOT BE
JEALOUS OF EACH
OTHER’S CALLING BUT
REJOICE WITH EACH
OTHER AS WE SUCCEED
IN OUR UNIQUE
CALLINGS.
-RON CANTOR
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