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Passion
for the
Promise
FRESH PURSUIT OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT

BENJAMIN JUSTER

Suddenly! Suddenly, the atmosphere of the
room changed. A divine energy infiltrated the
quiet, causing skin to tingle, hair to stand
erect, and the surprising sound of wind to
whip through the room. The description of
“tongues of fire” alighting upon the heads of
the waiting disciples speaks to the vibrant
and visible effect of the Ruach HaKodesh
(Holy Spirit). This was not just an experience,
but a transformative moment. The disciples
received fresh boldness and manifest power
to proclaim and demonstrate the Gospel.
The world is forever changed because of that
first outpouring.
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Depending on the method of Counting
of the Omer, the 5th of the Hebrew
month of Sivan kicks off the festival of
Shavu’ot. It is the final spring feast and
connects to the end of the wheat
harvest. Other than standard festival
offerings, a special firstfruits wave
offering, and the commandment to
host a sanctified gathering for the
people, the Scriptures do not delineate
how to observe this festival. It lacks
many prescribed objects or symbols
(e.g., Pesach has the matzah, the lamb,
bitter herbs; Feast of Trumpets has the
shofar).
In Jewish tradition, Shavu’ot was the
day that Moshe received the Torah on
Mt. Sinai. This idea has indirect Biblical
support in Leviticus 19:1, “In the third
month after the Children of Israel had
gone out of the land of Egypt, that
same day they arrived at the wilderness
of Sinai.” So, even if the Bible doesn’t
specify the day that the Torah was
given, it is probable that this is the
season when this took place.
Followers of Yeshua celebrate this
outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost, a
Greek word meaning “the holiday of 50
days.” Yeshua ascended 40 days after
His resurrection. Then, the disciples
waited in Jerusalem according to His
instructions for 10 days, with the
outpouring of the Ruach HaKodesh on
the 50th day, coinciding with Shavu’ot.
How amazing that the outpouring of
the Spirit coincides with the season of
the Giving of the Torah!
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It is common for the Jewish community
to host all-night Torah studies on
Shavu’ot as penance for the sin of the
Golden Calf. The Hebrews became
impatient waiting for Moshe to come
down from Mt. Sinai with the Torah
from God, so they constructed their
own “god.” So now, Jewish people
spend time waiting upon God in the
midst of Torah study.
So, the disciples waited in Jerusalem in
obedience to Yeshua as recorded in
Acts 1 and 2, They did not give into
impatience and quit on day 8 or day 9,
but continued to wait. Their faithfulness
was akin to symbolic restitution for the
impatience displayed at the base of Mt.
Sinai. If Sinai represents the Word of
God of stone, Yeshua represents the
Living Word made flesh.

Shavu’ot brings things full circle as the
Living Word releases His Spirit, not just
for the benefit of the first disciples,
but for all who embrace the Word
made Flesh.
On that great day, the Apostle Peter
proclaimed, “Repent, and let each of
you be immersed in the name of
Messiah Yeshua for the removal of
your sins, and you will receive the gift
of the Ruach ha-Kodesh. For the
promise is for you and your children,
and for all who are far away—as
many as Adonai our God calls to
Himself.” - Acts 2:38-39, TLV
It is so sad when believers today do
not
pursue
(or
even
forsake
altogether) the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit. It is for everyone.

Even those that would come to follow
Yeshua in the future. This precious
promise should be validated in each
of our individual lives, but also
evidenced within our families and
communities. It is the Ruach that
empowers us to abide by God’s
written Word. The Spirit also provides
power to redeem and regenerate and
ensure that no part of what is noble
and precious about humanity is ever
lost.
F.B. Meyer, a contemporary and friend
of D.L. Moody, preached and exhorted
others to “rejoice because that fullness
is for you. Be not faithless, but
believing! Lay claim at once to the
covenanted portion; and thank God
for having cast your lot in an age of
such marvelous possibilities.” F.B.
Meyer (1847-1849) from his sermon,
“The Fulness of the Spirit” p. 380.
I love that. The Holy Spirit opens us to
all of the marvelous possibilities
available in the Kingdom of God. Let’s
stoke the fires of passion for the
promise and pursue the Holy Spirit
afresh.
Have you been discouraged about not
having yet tasted or received the Holy
Spirit? I encourage you to speak with
your congregational leaders. Seek out
someone who can pray with you and
lead you in receiving this essential gift!
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Benjamin Juster
Editor in Chief

Shavu’ot brings things
full circle as the Living
Word releases His Spirit,
not just for the benefit of
the first disciples,
but for all who embrace
the Word made Flesh.
-Benjamin Juster

Emphasize
Stablilty
THE KINGDOM AND THE COMING
OF THE MESSIAH

TREVOR BLIGHT
At eight years old, my family and I
relocated from Detroit, Michigan, to
sunny Jacksonville, Florida. Sounds like
a dream come true, right? Well, not
really. While moving away from the ice
and snow would be most people's
best-case scenario, for me, it meant
leaving grandparents, uncles, aunts,
and all of our family.
No, for us, it was not a dream come
true but a harsh reality made necessary
due to the havoc the cold climate was
having on our mother's health.

Up north, my Father was a Christian
Pastor who led street churches in the
suburbs of Chicago and Detroit, so
when we moved to Florida we figured
the most obvious place for our family
to find belonging was in a faith-based
community.
Our need was legitimate, but was
there a faith-based community ready
to stand in the gap, to be that
extended family we desperately
needed?
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Some of my fondest memories are
those of my sisters and me in Sunday
school and later that of Shabbat school.
Those
memories
of
memorizing
Scripture, going to summer camp,
meeting friends and coming into a
genuine relationship with Yeshua
influenced my life in an unmeasurable
way.
I would be remiss if I did not pay honor
to those who led children's ministry,
organized summer retreats, opened up
their homes to fellowship, or even
dedicated their time and anointing to
bring me, and many others, to Yeshua
our Messiah..

Indeed, retreats were great, childhood
friends were enjoyable, and learning
Scripture is something no one can
place a price on.
Still, at the age of eight, nine, ten, and
throughout my most vulnerable years,
there was something that always
seemed to be an undervalued quality
in each community we were a part of …
a sense of stability.
Before I continue, let me just say that
no one is perfect. In my childhood I
witnessed my family make mistakes in
the community which they later
regretted, and I saw the community do
the same to my family. My intention in
writing this article is not to point
fingers or throw stones, but it is an
attempt at an honest look inward so
that we can be the necessary change
in our communities, for our children
and for their children as well.
Why did I conclude that stability was
the undervalued quality in all these
communities?
I think back to what I left in Michigan
at eight years old: What makes family
special? Was it Aunt Christine's
theology? Definitely not. Was it the
kindness that was always shown by my
older cousins? While they were
throwing me across the house? I think
not. How about the charisma of my
Uncle Lane? … Nope.
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No,
what makes family special, true
18
family, is that no matter the struggles,
no matter the fights, no matter the
disagreements,
no
matter
the
annoyance … no matter the smells …
they are still your family:
Through the pandemic, through my
family's battles with miscarriages,
through our infant's time in the NICU
in Miami, through my loss of
employment, and through my father
in-laws tragic accident …
Through me falling in love with my
wife, through the birth of each of our
children, through my sisters getting
married, buying houses, and having
children of their own,
… family is always family through both
the good times and in the bad.
However, when I read through the
words of Yeshua, we see how He
commanded us to treat even our
enemies as our own brothers and to
never limit our love to just those who
within our immediate families:
Matthew 5:43: "You have heard that it
was said, 'You shall love your neighbor
and hate your enemy.' But I tell you,
love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you, so that you may
be children of your Father in heaven.
He causes His sun to rise on the evil
and the good and sends rain on the
righteous and the unrighteous. For if
you love those who love you, what
reward do you have? Even the tax
collectors do the same, don't they?
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And if you greet only your brothers,
what more are you doing than
anyone else? Even the pagans do
that, don't they? Therefore be perfect,
just as your Father in heaven is
perfect."

Just saying you love someone does not
cut it in His eyes either.
James 2:15: If a brother or sister is
naked and lacks daily food, and one of
you says to them, "Go in shalom, keep
warm and well fed," but you do not
give them what the body needs, what
good is that?
In my thirty-six years of being on this
earth, I have seen people break
fellowship for various reasons (from
facemasks to dietary laws, from
presumptions
to
frivolous
disagreements), quarrels that did not
demonstrate any form of importance
being placed on God's command that
we should suffer long with one
another.
As you look back at past communities
and remember the beautiful moments,
times of celebration, unity and
devotion, also ringing in your mind are
those instances, altercations, or slights
which caused the unity that was
evidenced to be broken seemingly
without hope of repair.
If that is you, or even if you are still in
your first community that you joined
since you dedicated your life to Yeshua,
here is something that I hold onto to
ensure that my family and I remain
faithful to the community that God has
called us to.
Wait for it … Drum roll, please!
I am constantly reminded of this: that
God is God!

It sounds elementary, but this has
helped me in my walk with my
brothers. I have resolved that it is okay
to disagree, to be wrong, to make
mistakes, and sometimes even be
excluded.
Matthew 20:16 - "So the last will be first,
and the first last."
Ultimately, it is all for Him and about
Him; we have a community because we
have been called to glorify Yeshua
together. After all, He is the one who
knows all, sees all, and forgives all.
When I think of the different
congregational splits that I have
witnessed, I know that in every scenario,
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every side felt beyond a shadow of a
doubt that they were right and that the
other side was wrong. I would not want
to dismiss their legitimacy in the quest
for who was right, but my point is this—
would it have helped if both sides had
decided to let God be God, and each
side would have chosen to disagree
with each other in love?
Give back to God the authority over the
situation; like me, you will feel a burden
lifted when you decide to give back to
Yeshua the role of supreme authority,
judge, and keeper of His community.
When I am older and have the privilege
to look back upon my life, that part
where we left our family to move to
Florida will always be there.

Still, the part where I built a family
through my friendships in Florida will
be entirely up to me and my humility.
It will depend upon my willingness to
forgive, cover, and be a family to my
community.
My life serves as just one example of
the tremendous impact that stability
provides to members of a community.
Vibrant,
stable
faith-based
communities are critical and necessary
in the life of every believer, young and
old. However, in community life,
mistakes are bound to be made by
every member involved. That is why it
is essential not to make every
disagreement or supposed slight carry
more weight than our calling to unity
within the community.
For this reason, I gave the illustration of
a family. Family is always family, for
better or worse, and the development
of our children today is a direct
reflection on the stability within the
home from the parents. Stability within
our community has the same positive
impact on its members in every age
bracket.
Let us resolve every situation in love
and compassion, not for ourselves, but
for all those in our community and
those whom God is sending. When we
give God back the keys to His
community, we will feel much more
peace in our life of stability and
compassion, and we will see that our
life will also be all the more impactful
for the Kingdom of God.
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VIBRANT, STABLE
FAITH-BASED
COMMUNITIES ARE
CRITICAL AND
NECESSARY IN THE
LIFE OF EVERY
BELIEVER

-TREVOR BLIGHT

Part 2

When Prayer Becomes
Intercession
SAM & LIZA LEWIS

Intimacy and Relationship with the Bridegroom
In the first part of this article, we
focused on Yeshua as the Shepherd,
and the relationship the sheep must
have with the Good Shepherd as we
are joined with Him as the Bridegroom.
It is from this place that we discover
that Yeshua is also our Great
Intercessor, and we as the Body are
welcomed to become one with Him in
this effort. As intercessors we also learn
how to hear His voice and follow after
Him as we are enabled to see things as
He does, through the success of
Heaven.
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In this segment we will take a deeper
look at Yeshua, our Shepherd King and
examine what it means to focus on
Him as our Bridegroom, and with us as
His beloved and in our calling to
intercession. This is where we learn
how to enter into His efforts of
intercession, and find true intimacy
with Him in the bridal chamber in this
calling to a lifestyle of prayer.
As the bridegroom rejoices over a
bride... Zephaniah 3:17 reminds,

Adonai your God is in your midst— a
mighty Savior! He will delight over you
with joy. He will quiet you with His love. He
will dance for joy over you with singing.
Yeshua rejoices over us as we meet Him in
intercession and worship! We take
different postures in different seasons of
intercession. Sometimes we are in a
“sheep” season, finding direction and
learning to trust His voice. In other seasons,
we are called to be a “warrior” and
proclaim truth, and fight for breakthrough,
while other times we are called to weep
and align with the pain Yeshua feels and
cry out for mercy. Still there is another
season where we are called to come away
with Him as His Bride.
The specific role we play in intercession
concurrently changes the way we view
ourselves, and the way we view Adonai.
This happens through spending time with
Him. Through this reality, we find ourselves
co-laboring with Yeshua,

the Great Intercessor as we
intercede
with
Him
“the
Bridegroom.” It is during these
times that we come to understand
that this is a unique point of
connection where we can go and
be with Him. This is quite similar to
when we worship, yet it is different
in purpose. When we enter into
intercession, we as the Bride enter
into the bridal chamber of intimacy
with our Yeshua.
His banner over me is Love! Songs
of Songs 2:4
In
Hebrew
12:26-27,
it
says
everything that can be shaken will
be shaken. Are we shakable? What
makes us unshakable? What is it
that we are rooted in? There are
days coming where the only thing
unshakable will be the Lord
Himself, and the only way to be
rooted and grounded will be
through an intimate relationship
with Him.
Where do we find this? How can
we become steadied by the Lord?
This only comes from spending
time with Him! At His feet is our
place of power, and it is there
where we will receive our training
for the days ahead; where we store
up the water of life, just like a
camel does in arid climates. We
have the Mayim Chaim (Living
Water) stored up in our innermost
being, ready to draw on them in
times of need for STRENGTH and
TRUTH.
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In response my lover said to me: “Get
yourself up, my darling, my pretty
one, and come, come!" - Song of
Songs 2:10
Why is there this bridal intimacy that
happens when we enter into
intercession with Him? As we come
into prayer, seeking His face...
reflecting back to His promises that
we find in the Word. In Romans 8:34
we're told that it is Yeshua who, “died,
and moreover was raised, and is now
at the right hand of God and who
also intercedes for us.” Yeshua lives to
intercede for us; this is the mystery of
intercession!
Why
does
the
resurrected
Messiah
need
to
intercede? He is God; He can do as He
wants! But the mystery for us is why
would He pray for us or even desire
for us to pray?
The answer very well could be simple:
intimacy and relationship. Just as
Elohim desired to co-labor with
Adam in the garden - giving him
direction and purpose, Yeshua longs
to have us enter into intimacy with
Him by joining Him in prayer.
These days, we find ourselves in such
chaos mixed with apathy; the culture
around us mocks the Creator and His
Holiness. We can easily slip into
hopelessness and feeling defeated by
the gravity of what we face and what
our children will face, unless Heaven
intervenes. Likely, this is why some
believers just don't intercede.
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They see the unfolding of desperate
circumstances, and it seems to
overwhelm their efforts to push back
the evil that is rising up. But, we must
be reminded that we are not alone in
this, it is not our lone effort for Yeshua
is joining with us! He is on the other
side lifting our burdens!
We can look at this like a piston; we
push down and then He pushes up.
then we push again, and then He
pushes back, until we are moving
together as one; until we are thinking
His thoughts and our hearts toward
Him and others become more in
alignment with what He desires to see
happen.
Through
intimacy
and
relationship in our efforts of joining
with Heaven’s is where we are
changed!

All these burdens we carry in
intercession, all of our efforts and
striving; It is through meeting our
Bridegroom and leaning on Him that
we see movement.
Who is this coming up from the
wilderness leaning on her lover? - Song
of Songs 8:5
Many people may not pray because
they feel weak and that their efforts in
prayer can be exhausting. But some
efforts in prayer can be in our flesh. To
visualize in your mind's eye…, imagine
getting in the surf at the beach and the
waves hitting you. The undertow is
pulling you out, and you can just barely
catch your breath between waves? If
we don't enter into the deep with the
Lord where He is and remain in that
undertow, we will find ourselves being
ineffective in prayer, and ultimately
feeling beat up. But once you go out to
meet Yeshua in the deep, and then
lean on our Bridegroom, He will be
waiting to receive you and will leap
toward you.
The voice of my lover! Behold, he is
coming— leaping over the mountains,
springing over the hills! - Song of Songs
2:8
When this happens, He runs to meet us
in this place of intercession when we
answer the call, and learn of Him and
His ways. When we align with the
efforts of Heaven and co-labor for that
which Heaven sees as important and
sees as success.
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Intimacy and relationship are what our
Bridegroom wants, and intercession
with Him is where it can be achieved.
When we enter into intercession, we as
the Bride enter into the bridal chamber
of intimacy with Yeshua. Find yourself
strengthened and undergirded, united
with Him in all your efforts to intercede
and your efforts to join with Heaven will
persevere and we will be transformed!

Reminder

Yeshua longs to have us
enter into intimacy
with Him by joining
Him in prayer.
-SAM & LIZA LEWIS

THE THIRD
GREAT
COMMANDMENTpt. 2
BUILDING DISCIPLING COMMUNITY
UNDER AN ELDERSHIP

DANIEL JUSTER

Last month, with the first part of this
articles I began discussing our calling
according to the Torah and New Covenant
Scriptures to love YHVH with all our heart,
soul, and strength (Deut. 6:5; Luke 10:27)
and to love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark
12:31). From this foundation as a biblical
definition of love and our call to abide in
the Messiah (John 15:4) I am reminded of
the essential nature of “Build discipling
community under an eldership” and the
calling of Yeshua’s Kehilah (Congregation
or Church) to make disciples and to live
within community and for the sake of
Covenant Relationships. With this month’s
article we will explore how this reality can
be lived out successfully and by the power
of the Spirit.
A movement of churches spanning many
denominations and streams has grown up
in the United States. It is called “Life Model
Works.” Congregations are ordered around
seeing people healed spiritually and
growing into discipleship and obeying
Yeshua.
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In his last years, the great discipleship
writer, Dr. Dallas Willard, connected to
this
movement.
The
movement
combines the best of recent findings
from psychological science with
biblical spiritual principles. They have
produced a plethora of books,
seminars, videos, and training manuals.
Their basic finding is that in the west,
leaders who seek to disciple are
oriented to disciplining through the left
brain/soul though conveying rational
information.
However, as psychology now teaches
that positive change is primarily
through the more intuitive and quick
responses and habits of the right/brain
soul. These changes come through
becoming part of a people who
develop a “we identity.” For us as
Messianic believers, this “we identity” is
in Yeshua. We are to be conformed to
Yeshua’s pattern of love and life. The
studies that these leaders have done,
really top people in both psychology
and spiritual formation, is that 90% of
people will not be disciplined by the
Western information system. Preaching
can motivate people to discipleship
and teach the content of the Word,
which is important, but it will not
disciple the individual.
The community we build should be
built upon intimacy circles where
people are zealous to help one another
grow into His likeness. We encourage
and correct one another in love by
saying, “This is how we act in such a
situation.”
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Open
sharing
and
growth
are
communal in nature and are positive at
a personal devotional matter, but such
is not based upon personal disciplines
alone. We are all together in the quest
to become like Yeshua, to respond like
Yeshua, in loving our enemies, and to
be empowered in victory over sin and
witness before the lost.
The “Life Model” is therefore very much
in accord with what I put forth in my
book, Relational Leadership. The elders
of a congregation and their wives
should be an intimacy circle within the
community, promoting the continued
growth of one another.

Likewise, elder couples as with the
home group leaders and deacon
(shammashim) couples who oversee
from an intimacy circle as well. Then
each homegroup (chavurah) is an
intimacy circle. In a network of
congregations, the pastoral couples
form such circles. The overseeing
apostolic team is likewise to be an
intimacy circle. When intimacy circles
are the pervasive character of
congregational life, we will see
amazing things come forth!

In the Bible, congregations primarily
met within homes which served as
such intimacy groups. The directions
for exercising the gifts of the Spirit in I
Cor. 12, and 14 assume a smaller
meeting. The reason for this is that in
such a setting, all can then learn to
exercise their gifts for one another in a
group setting. This means that larger
congregations need to be broken into
house size meetings, that leaders for
such meetings need to be trained, for
these meetings are foundational. The
original Methodists changed the world
largely by forming such intimacy
accountability circles.
We live in a time where so many are
dropping out of congregational life.
Maybe it is due to how we have been
building. But it also is a matter of
disobedience. No one can claim to be
truly following Yeshua if they are not
zealously committed to building
community within and as part of a
local congregation. Such communities
of love are also effective in winning
people for Yeshua.
However, many are nevertheless
disillusioned and think that building
congregations is a waste of time and
that it does not work.
Well, maybe it has not been done in
God’s way. If they are dissatisfied, they
still need to try to build such a
community. We can say to them,
“Show us how to do it right.”
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The great writer a century ago wrote to dropouts from Christianity. They said,
“Christianity has been tried and found wanting.” G. K. Chesterton rejected that
statement as false. He said, “No, Christianity has been found difficult and thus
untried.”
I would apply Chesterton and say that building real discipling communities under a
qualified eldership has been found difficult and therefore is untried by many. Yes, it
is so much easier to just have a weekly meeting and leave it at that. It fits the human
spirit of laziness and hiddenness. However, this is not what Yeshua has called us to
do or build.
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The community we build
should be built upon
intimacy circles where
people are zealous to
help one another grow
into His likeness.
-DANIEL JUSTER

ON
ORDAINING
SHAMMASHOT
AARON ALLSBROOK

Our congregation’s current policy is to
ordain only men to the office of
shamash (Hebrew for deacon). It is
based upon biblical evidence and
longstanding tradition within much of
the Body of Messiah. Our elders
eventually began to think however,
about ordaining shammashot (Hebrew
for deaconess). This discussion became
one that included the opinion of Dr.
Daniel Juster and the current practices
of Tikkun, as well as getting input from
other
congregations
and
their
practices.

We were in no way seeking to keep up
with current social trends within and
without the Body at large. Instead, this
decision was based solely on biblical
evidence and what we see the Holy
Spirit doing within our community.
The Greek word (diakonos) used for
deacon/shamash
means
waiter,
servant, or steward (John 2:5,9; Matt
22:13, 2 Cor 6:4). Some scholars see a
parallel to the chazzan or gabbai who
tended to the needs of the synagogue
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Eventually, as congregations grew in
both number and size, this title
became an official identification and
role within the Body of Messiah. Paul
lists the requirements for those being
considered as a shamash to Timothy in
1 Timothy 3:8-13. The requirements are
similar to those describing a qualified
elder (see 1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9).
One of the most notable differences is
that the shamashim don’t have to
teach as a prerequisite of their
ministry. He does however make it a
requirement for elders (1 Timothy 3:2).
This
supports
the
notion
that
shamashim are not in authority, but
are really administrative helpers to the
elders, assisting in carrying out the
decisions of the elders and making
sure the congregation runs smoothly,
much like the relationship between
the owner of a restaurant and the
manager. While both a shamash and a
restaurant manager have a degree of
authority, it derives from and must
answer to that of the elders or “owner.”

and made sure everything ran
smoothly. There is a shamash in
contemporary Judaism that parallels
these descriptions. Some see those
chosen in Acts 6 as the predecessors of
the
office
of
shamash,
the
administrators who sought to the
needs of the congregation while the
elders focused on the word of God and
the ministry of prayer (Acts 6:4).
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During Paul’s journey throughout the
Mediterranean we see that many
women joined the Body (e.g. Acts 5:14,
17:4). In his letter to the congregation in
Rome, out of 28 people worth noting,
he lists 10 women who were a blessing
to him and who served alongside him
and other men of ranking office
(Romans 16:1-23).
He begins with
Phoebe being a praiseworthy servant
or deacon (shamasha). There is debate
whether to understand this word as a
specific title or someone who
exhibited
exemplary
servanthood
quality.

However, what is very interesting is that
he uses the word diakonos, the male
form of the word. This lends towards
the opinion that he spoke of her as one
possessing the title and not just being a
servant. We know that some of these
other women ran home congregations,
apparently by themselves (Colossians
4:15), and one alongside her husband (1
Corinthians 16:19). One woman, Junia, is
described as being “well-known among
the emissaries” (Romans 16:7). It is
arguable that she herself was an
emissary or had an outstanding repute
amongst the male emissaries of her
time.
In the case of Priscilla and Aquila
(Romans 16:3-5), it’s important to notice
that the wife is listed first, certainly a
unique situation here, one that goes
against the norm. She must have been
of great repute to warrant this. The two
of them together even taught Apollos
the way of God (Acts 18:26).

It’s clear women were active exemplars
to the men and women of the Body,
and worth noting in what became the
Word of God When Paul lists the
qualifications for shamashim in 1
Timothy 3:8-13, he suddenly deviates
from discussing men and goes directly
to the role of women within the Body.
Many view this as qualifications for the
wives of shamashim. In 1 Timothy 3:11
he uses a phrase that can be translated
as, “Their wives,” “The wives,” or
“Women.” The NIV, NASB, and TLV use
just, “Women,” without “their.” (see Acts
9:2 and 1 Timothy 2:9 as examples of
the translation of “women.”) The
modern Hebrew translation of the New
Covenant does likewise. It is interesting
to note that Paul does not move to
discuss women when he lays out the
qualifications for an elder. One could
draw a couple conclusions from this:
1) There are no qualifications for the
wives of elders; there are only
qualifications for wives of shamashim.
2) There is no room for female elders,
while there does appear room for
shamashot.
3) Paul is not talking about the wives of
shamashim, rather, he is speaking
about the qualifications for shamashot,
and ..
4) Even if the term is regarding the
wives of the shamashim, it is clear that
they are to be active in service, yet,
again, why doesn’t he talk at all about
the wives of elders? Are they not to
serve at all?
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Given shamashim were to serve as
administrators, certain matters in the
congregation are sensitive to females,
and such would best be administered
by shamashot, for this would be more
appropriate and decent.
There is some extra-biblical evidence
for shamashot. The earliest comes in
the early 2nd century in a letter Pliny
the Younger wrote to the Roman
emperor Trajan about his dealings with
Christians. Pliny was the governor of the
Roman province of Bithynia who wasn’t
quite sure what to do with Christians.
Because they wouldn’t recant their faith
he had them executed. Among those
whom he killed he writes that he had
to kill two shamashot. The following is a
link to the letter. Deaconesses is
emboldened about half way down the
letter from Pliny. (source)
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Clement of Alexandria (late 2nd
century) and Origen (early 3rd century),
a couple of the early Church Fathers,
make mention of shamashot in the
time of apostles, though they make no
mention of such in their own time.
In 3rd century Syria shamashot assisted
bishops in ministry towards women.
By the 4th century, other Church
Fathers like Chrysostom and Basil of
Caesarea spoke of shamashot in their
day. The big change came as the rule
developed that one aspiring to be a
priest had to first be a deacon. Since
women could not be priests, women
therefore couldn’t be deacons. (Lexham
Bible Dictionary, Deaconess)

The idea of ordaining shamashot was
clearly a change from our long standing
policy as a Synagogue. Change is
difficult, but let us consider the
following:
First, if Acts 6 truly is the origin of the
office of shamash and all those listed
are men, while Yeshua first called only
men to be His disciples, women did
become His disciples—some worthy of
being mentioned by name—something
quite anachronistic to His day and age
(see Mark 15:40-41, Luke 8:1-3).
Secondly, we must think of America's
Constitution: whereas the rights and
privileges we enjoy now were limited at
one time to white men, yet men and
women of all colors partake equally
today.

Third, the notion of Messianic Judaism
was near heretical when it first came
out, even amongst some Hebrew
Christians.
There was a clear historical pattern for
not accepting the idea of Jews living
and worshiping God in overt Jewish
practice while professing allegiance to
Yeshua, though the forerunners of
Messianic Judaism as we know it
persisted and we are the beneficiaries
of such. We look back on these
situations and can’t imagine otherwise,
but what we take for granted and
normal, took much prayer, discussion,
and presentation of evidence. This is
the same situation with the ministry
and calling of shamashot.
Based on biblical evidence and extrabiblical precedent, the elders of Ohev
Yisrael
Messianic
Congregation
ultimately
decided
to
ordain
shamashot. As with their male
counterparts they function in an
administrative capacity for the benefit
and efficiency of the congregation. Our
elders likewise continue to serve in a
governmental role. They may minister
to other women in a manner that is
more appropriate than for a shamash
or elder to do.
Since the Holy Spirit fell upon men
and women (Acts 1:14, 2:1-4), we look
forward to seeing how the Lord will
work amongst our shamashot with the
gifts He has given them for the benefit
and encouragement of us all.
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Since the Holy Spirit fell upon men
and women (Acts 1:14, 2:1-4), we
look forward to seeing how the
Lord will work amongst our
shamashot with the gifts He has
given them for the benefit and
encouragement of us all.
-AARON ALLSBROOK

connect
WITH YOUR TIKKUN AMERICA FAMILY

