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Who is the Greatest?
Returning to Child-like Faith
BENJAMIN JUSTER
I’m competitive. I like to win. Even
when playing sports games like “Horse”
or family games like “Rumikub” or
“Uno”, it never occurs to me to let
someone else win because they
happen to be younger or lessexperienced. And, yes, even my own
kids. If they are going to win, they have
to earn it. In school, I wanted to be the
best. Learning was good, but the
pursuit of getting the highest score
was a driving motivator. But this
competitive personality trait can be a
slippery
path
toward
unhealthy
attitudes and behaviors.
There is a fascinating story in the book
of Matthew where Yeshua addresses
those who seek to be the greatest.
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When the disciples asked Yeshua who
was the greatest in the Kingdom, this
was how it played out:
At that hour the disciples came to
Yeshua, saying, “Who then is greatest
in the kingdom of heaven?” And He
called a child to Himself, set him in the
midst of them, and said, “Amen, I tell
you, unless you turn and become like
children, you shall never enter the
kingdom of heaven. Whoever then
shall humble himself like this child,
this one is the greatest in the kingdom
of heaven. (Matt. 18:1-4, TLV)
For those who can relate to the
disciples’ quest to be the greatest in
the Kingdom,

it certainly is a shock to learn that to
become great requires humbling
oneself like a child. We shouldn’t be
too hard on the disciples. There is a
healthy side of being the best that one
can be and the pursuit of attaining the
fullest heavenly reward possible. The
issue is not reaching your potential, but
the mindset and condition of the
heart. Yeshua sees into the heart.
Through this simple comparison, he
sets the margins of caution.
Perhaps
you
have
a
different
personality. You may not even care
who wins and who is the “greatest”.
You might not even enjoy playing
games.
Competition
makes
you
nervous or uncomfortable. Or, perhaps
you feel down on yourself. You feel
sorrow because you feel that you could
never measure up to God’s calling and
expectations for you. Even so, Yeshua’s
exhortation still applies. The issue is
whether our love for Yeshua overcomes
our own tendencies toward selfconfidence or self-pity.
Oswald Chambers notes,
I can be so rich in my own poverty, or
in the awareness of the fact that I am
nobody, that I will never be a disciple
of [Yeshua]. Or I can be so rich in the
awareness that I am somebody that I
will never be a disciple. . .
discouragement is disillusioned selflove, and self-love may be love for my
devotion to Jesus—not love for
[Yeshua] Himself. (My Utmost for His
Highest)
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Here are several Kingdom traits that
children are more naturally able to
demonstrate than adults:
1. Children take risks. When I was a
young tike, my father always scolded
me about doing things with reckless
abandonment. Many children throw
caution to the wind. On the positive
side, the Kingdom of God beckons us to
be risk takers that step out to
accomplish “God-sized” tasks with Him
to bring healing and restoration to the
world.
2. Children are honest. Often, children
say exactly what is on their minds. They
point out unique aspects of our
personalities or appearance with no
concern for how it might affect the
other person. Yet, there is a purity and
refreshing nature of their candidness. It
is honesty without judgment In the
Kingdom, we need to be more honest
about ourselves and our character and
emotions before the Lord. We also need
to become lovingly honest with other
people.

For through the grace given me, I say
to everyone among you not to think
more highly of yourself than you
ought to think—but to use sound
judgment, as God has assigned to
each person a measure of faith.
(Romans 12:3, TLV)

3. Children are accepting. Though
children are brutally honest about
differences, the natural tendency is for
children to be more accepting and
tolerant than adults. Before the
imprints of society that reinforce
borders of relationship, children will
intermingle with other races, cultures,
and aptitudes.
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It seems that the younger the child, the
more distinctions don’t matter. In the
Kingdom, we are called to demonstrate
Abba’s love to all people. It is not just a
catchphrase, but this compassion for
people must be lived out through open
hearts and open arms.
4. Children have big dreams. They
perceive
no
contradictions
or
complications with being both an
astronaut and a dolphin trainer — at the
same time!

Children have an incredible sense of
imagination — this helps them to
picture who Yeshua is and to imagine
themselves in different scenarios with
Him. Yeshua is certainly their friend
because they can imagine Him as such.
This quality can be tempered in adults.
Yet we need to revive our sense of
wonder and dream again if we are to
fulfill God’s purposes in the earth.
5. Children accept blind faith.
Everything doesn’t always need to be
“proved” with children. They accept
mystery and are filled with wonder
regarding the things that seem
supernatural. Blessed are those who
believe, and yet have not seen. But this
requires an internal faith that just
“knows” from deep within the soul
what is true. The Kingdom requires a
level of faith that will not always be
satisfied with scientific proofs.
6. Children are trusting. Children tend
to more naturally trust authority. They
have not yet experienced unhealthy or
abusive leadership. Why is there such a
push to give children fear of strangers?
“Stranger danger!”, we say. It is because
children are so willing to give people
the benefit of the doubt. While there
are good reasons to train children to
not be too trusting, the danger is that
many children grow up with a mistrust
for all authority. But the Kingdom is all
about subjecting ourselves in proper
alignment to Adonai’s authority and
those He has appointed to serve the
body.
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7. Children long for a father’s love and
affection. We have heard the phrase,
“you better spend time with your
children now before they grow up and
no longer want to spend time with
you.” Children pine for quality time with
their father (and mother!).
Yet later, many teens prefer to spend
time away from their father and with
their friends. In the Kingdom, our
priority relationship needs to remain
our Heavenly Father. We need to
become like children to passionately
desire His love and affection.
This month of Elul, be intentional to
grow in your relationship with our
Heavenly Father and King.

He is near! The sign of growing intimacy
with the Father is when we magnify
Him so much that the circumstances
and excuses of our life fade completely
into the background. Become like a
child, living out your faith in humility
and with accurate understanding
about who you are and what God is
able to do through you. Then you will
be the greatest you can be in the
Kingdom!

Benjamin Juster
Editor in Chief
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T h e SIGN o f g r o w i n g
intimacy with the Father
is when we magnify Him
so much that the
circumstances and
excuses of our life fade
completely into the
background.
-BENJAMIN JUSTER

Rebuilding
Love &
Unity in the
Church
Pt.2

GRANT BERRY
“Build up, Build up, Prepare the road! Remove
the Obstacles Out of the Way of my People.”
Isaiah
As you have read part one of this article
last month and are now reading part
two, please continue to be prayerful as
we focus on some delicate and
sensitive issues which we need to face
during these days.

When it comes to the human issues
holding back the fullness of love and
unity in the family of God between Jew
and Gentile, we actually are all in the
same boat. Just as our Gentile-believing
family has emotional issues in dealing
with this reconciliation, so we as
Messianic Jewish believers, also have
emotional issues when dealing with
the need for reconciliation. One of the
greatest challenges in my personal
walk as a Jew, and in my heart,

SEPTEMBER 2022 • TIKKUN AMERICA RESTORE | 12

is this place of rejection that our
people have carried for thousands of
years, which has traveled through our
generational bloodlines. This has been
compounded
as
being
mostly
rejected by the Church, and then
rejected by our own people for
believing that Yeshua is Mashiach. This
is the spiritual environment that most
Messianic believers have grown up in
over the last 50 years, and in turn has
affected all of us in the Messianic
body.

As the Lord draws us closer to His bosom,
and for us to reconcile more with God’s
children from the Nations, this spirit of
rejection which the enemy has been using
against us, (as Jewish believers) needs to
be fully exposed. Likewise, we need to
understand how this operates, as well as
all the negative emotions which are
attached to it. This is most noticeable in
areas of pride and defensiveness, which
can easily make us critical, judgmental
and to not walk in love, or to be patient
and kind in all circumstances.
This
is
why
gaining
a
deeper
understanding of the Father’s blueprint to
restore love and unity in His family, is
significant for us at this time; to help
rebuild our confidence in the restoration of
His body. God wants to both expose the
obstacles in us, and remove blindness in
the Church that has caused her to be so
separate from Israel in the first place. Then
she will be able to see more clearly, and
fulfill her role to partner with us in Israel’s
salvation.
Frequently, when working on this message
of Reconnection and Alignment in the
Church, I have faced many of the obstacles
which stand in its way, and have had to
overcome these negative emotions myself.
Yet so often in this process, God whispers
in my ear, “I love My Church!”
Our Father in Heaven is long-suffering and
wants none to be lost. As we enter this
season of reconciliation in the family of
God, we need to be patient while trusting
Adonai and His plans to heal the divisions
which separate us.
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We also must be willing to humble
ourselves in order for the Holy Spirit to
heal the issues in our own hearts that
fuel separation and division in His Body.
If we are truly to become ONE again
with our Gentile believing family, we
must recognize and discern what is
holding us back. For this to happen, we
also need to be truly honest with
ourselves.
We need to get back to the basics of
prayer and evangelism, and no longer
try so hard to defend our Jewishness.
We should guard against making
“Jewishness” an idol in our lives, by
emphasizing how well you observe the
traditions or recite liturgy. Let's refocus
our emphasis on winning our people
back to faith, for without Yeshua, the
Jewish people are still broken off
branches who need to be re-grafted
back into the Olive Tree.
Finally, we don’t require Gentiles to
come under the legalistic observance of
the Torah. When earnest Christians seek
out our movement and their Jewish
roots, they shouldn’t be confused about
who they really are and who we are
together as the family of God. During
these days, let's pray that we will be
more effective in communicating what
healthy Messianic Judaism is and to
help the Gentile to embrace us more
readily.
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We must also gain a better
understanding of our call in the
Church as Jewish believers.
These are sensitive and delicate
matters, but if we want to get free in
these areas, we must be willing to look
into our hearts and allow the Father’s
mercy to wash us and prepare us for
what is to come. This is a new day, and
the Lord is doing similar things on the
Gentile side of the family in getting
them ready as well. Ultimately, we
need to be prepared to reconnect with
one another, and reunite in love and
unity. This will help lay a foundation for
other divisions to be reconciled.

Pray for our Messianic family to open
our hearts to finding greater love and
unity with our Gentile believing family,
who are also being prepared in the
same way. This is God’s timing to
reconcile us. The Reconnection is a
powerful key which opens the door for
God’s end-time plans to transpire, and
helps lay the foundation for it.
Beloved, please join us on this journey
as we begin to go deeper into the
Father’s heart for His family to be ONE.
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We must be willing to look
into our hearts and allow
the Father’s mercy to wash
us and prepare us for what
is to come.
-GRANT BERRY

EXPERIENCING
RECONCILIATION
BOB NEAL
As a Christian Gentile pastor, my life, ministry and walk with
the Lord has been greatly enhanced since becoming
relationally connected with many Messianic Jewish believers. I
am fortunate and blessed to live in an area where many
wonderful people such as Paul and Luanne Wilbur, Nathan and
Malki Wilbur, and Ben and Lorena Juster live nearby. Beyond
participating in ministry events together, we often just do life
together: going to see movies, eating out, celebrating Shabbat
together, etc. We fully embrace one another’s distinctiveness in
SEPTEMBER 2022 • TIKKUN AMERICA RESTORE | 17
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calling and practice while walking out
what it means to be reconciled as
believers in Yeshua (Jesus) together in
daily life. While everyone might not
have the same opportunities to
connect relationally as Jewish and
Gentile believers, there are many ways
to embrace one another as One New
Family in Mashiach.
“Nothing ever becomes real until it is
experienced.” – John Keats
Many prophetic voices are proclaiming
that we are living at a critical juncture
in world history. A growing number
realize the need for Jew-Gentile
reconciliation, but how many of us are
actually experiencing it? Experiencing
reconciliation together as one body I
believe is critical to the end times
harvest of souls. Therefore, it is very
important to understand what it
means to experience reconciliation
and then actively participate in our
everyday lives.
“All this is from God, who reconciled us
to himself through [Messiah] and gave
us the ministry of reconciliation: that
God was reconciling the world to
himself in [Messiah], not counting
people’s sins against them. And he
has committed to us the message of
reconciliation. We are therefore
[Messiah’s] ambassadors, as though
God were making his appeal through
us. We implore you on [Messiah’s]
behalf: Be reconciled to God.”
2 Cor. 5:18-20, NIV
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A REALIZATION OF RECONCILIATION
Because both Jewish and Gentile
believers belong to the Messiah, the old
life is gone (2 Cor. 5:16-20). A new life
began in us the moment we
surrendered our lives to Yeshua (Jesus)
and became reconciled by faith in Him.
This means that we don’t have to
BECOME reconciled together as one
body of believers in Mashiach because
we are ALREADY reconciled together as
one! This realization of reconciliation is
great news that should be shouted
from the rooftops of every church,
synagogue and congregation. Our
challenge now is to become His
ambassadors of this message of
reconciliation to the rest of the world.
We accomplish this by serving Him
TOGETHER as One Body of Messiah and
sharing the good news of the Gospel: to
the Jew first and to the rest of the world
(Rom. 1:16).
A good brother of mine, Grant Berry,
has written and recorded some
wonderful teachings on the importance
of Jew-Gentile reconciliation in his
Romans 911 Project. Many times, when
we are in prayer together about this
topic, Grant says, “before the rebirth can
happen, there needs to be a remarriage.” I love that!
In Ephesians 5, Paul says that marriage
is a “mystery” where two become ONE.
Think about it: despite recent attempts
by secularists — males and females are
very different from one another.
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However, once they are bound
together in the covenant of marriage,
they function as one new family under
one name. The Book of Revelation tells
us that Yeshua (Jesus) is coming back
one day for His Bride — not Brides —
and that His Bride makes herself ready
for Him (Rev. 19:7). We must realize that
collectively we are referred to in
Scripture in the singular as the Bride.

Messianic Jewish believers and Gentile
Christian believers are beginning to
function together in their respective
distinctiveness as one Bride. Honestly,
though, just like in a rocky marriage,
we often experience many issues that
we need to work through in order to
function
as
one.
We
have
communication issues, identity issues
and a whole host of petty hang-ups
that unfortunately interfere with
working in sync together for our Lord. If
it takes a remarriage before the rebirth can happen, then both sides are
going to need a lot of marriage
counseling! The good news is that
through the guidance of the Holy Spirit
and the wisdom of our elders — those
who have been pioneering this journey
for many decades — we are on a
healthy path together on the road to
experiencing reconciliation.

DEMONSTRATIONS OF
RECONCILIATION
“Those who are not with me are against
me, and those who do not gather with
me are scattering.” – Yeshua (Jesus) in
Luke 11:23, CJB
Pause a minute and ask yourself this
question:
Over this past year, how have I
actively partnered with the work of
the Holy Spirit to GATHER Messianic
Jews
and
Christian
Gentiles
together?
A great spiritual harvest and ingathering of both Messianic Jews and
Christian Gentiles together has started
in these last days. There are so many
testimonies all over the world today
that attest to this movement! We must
pray that the Lord of the Harvest will
open our eyes to see what He is doing.
Then, we must have the courage to
step out into the deep of His calling
and participate with Him as He is
gathering.
“If you would make the greatest
success of your life, try to discover
what God is doing in your time, and
fling yourself into the accomplishment
of His purpose and will.”
– Arthur Wallace, In The Day of Thy
Power
There are several options you might
consider to join the calling of Yeshua
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(Jesus) to gather believers together and
demonstrate reconciliation as one new
family:
PRAY (Ref. Luke 10:2, CJB)
Take time each day to pray for Israel’s
redemption and plead with the Lord of
the Harvest that both Messianic Jews
and Christian Gentile believers will
experience true reconciliation as ONE.
SUPPORT (Ref. 1 John 3:18, NLT)
Consider giving financially to one of the
many organizations whose stated
mission is the reconciliation of Jews and
Gentiles working together for the Lord’s
Harvest in these last days.
While giving financially is important, let
us also verbally support pastors,
congregational leaders, missionaries
and ministries in our area who are likeminded in this mission of reconciliation.
GATHER (Ref. John 10:16, Expanded
Bible)
Our Lord prophesied well before His
death that there would come a day
when both Jewish and Gentile
followers would function together as
ONE flock under the care of ONE
Shepherd.

SEPTEMBER 2022 • TIKKUN AMERICA RESTORE | 21

There are many impactful ways that
you can personally begin gathering
with like-minded Jewish and Gentile
believers this year. While some of these
events may be occurring at physical
locations, many of them offer virtual
options for you to engage with as well:
10Days.net and other corporate
prayer efforts that bring together
the body of believers
First Fridays (joint Erev Shabbat
celebrations)
Biblical Feast dinner parties (for
teaching and relationship)
Partnership in evangelism and
outreach efforts
Shared education and teaching
programs (courses, podcasts, book
studies)
***
Our Lord never said, “IF the Son of Man
Returns,” but “WHEN the Son of Man
returns.” His return is imminent, and
the stage is being set. The question is,
will He find us as His family members
faithful in what He has entrusted us to
do when He returns. Let’s be known as
those who are “busy about the Fathers
business” by being kingdom-minded
and unified gatherers who are working
together as ONE reconciled family in
Mashiach.

Our Lord prophesied well
before His death that there
would come a day when both
Jewish and Gentile followers
would function together as

one flock
under the care

one Shepherd.
-BOB NEAL

CATCH SOME WAVES IN
MARK RANTZ

THE
KING
IS IN THE
FIELD

Defining moments! We all have them, and
for those of us who know Yeshua, these
seasons in our lives can become times and
seasons of fulfillment, where God sets for us
a spiritual trajectory over our hearts and
finds our calling in His loving embrace.
These foundational moments are holy
seasons of visitation where God longs to
meet with us, to bring His healing and
restoration to us personally, and remind us
that we are His very own.
For myself, this season began in 1984 while I
was a second-year student at Life Bible
College in Los Angeles, CA. While in college,
a number of us would gather for prayer and
would minister to one another every week.
During our times together, there was always
an overwhelming desire for more of God an
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and an unhindered expectancy that the
Ruach would fulfill in us what He had
started. It was during this season that a
dear friend, Ron Learn, gave me a copy
of “Power Healing,” by John Wimber
(Pastor of the Anaheim Vineyard). As I
read and absorbed the insights of this
book on healing, restoration, and the
Kingdom of God, I was drawn closer
and closer not only to God’s Spirit, but
also received tremendous inner healing
as I encountered our heavenly Father
like never before.
This work which God was doing was not
in me alone, but also for the entire
group and was coupled with an
increased desperation for more of
Yeshua in every area of our lives. To this
call, every Sunday evening we would
drive over an hour to the Anaheim
Vineyard, in Anaheim, CA, and we

attended every conference, training
and equipping opportunity at the
Vineyard that we could sign up for, and
during that time I became a member
of the Santa Monica Vineyard. During
this time, the Vineyard began to release
numerous live worship CD’s all titled,
“Touching the Fathers Heart,” which for
me, gave voice to not only my yearnings
for more of the Father, but also served
as a vehicle in propelling me into
greater healing, impartation, and
confidence for my calling in Him. In
every way, this was my season of
fulfillment, where the very trajectory of
my life was being rewritten by the
Father’s Heart.
As I reflect on these memories and how
over the years Adonai has led me in
every season and circumstance, I’m
today reminded of the month of Elul,
where
the
Father’s
love
and
compassion seeks to woo us to His very
heart, in preparation for the High Holy
Days. Concerning the month of Elul, our
Sages remind us that the Hebrew word
Elul is an acronym from what is found
in Song of Songs 6:3 declaring, ani
ledodi vedodi li - “I am my Beloved's,
and my Beloved is mine.” This
expression of intense love and covenant
relationships reminds us of God’s great
love for Israel and our responsibility
before Him in Messiah Yeshua.
Elul reminds that although God is
always reaching out in love toward us,
at this season, it is we who are called to
take the initiative and seek Him “… while
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He is available, [and call] on Him while
He is still nearby." (Isa. 55:6, CJB) In
seeking, we do so with unhindered
expectancy that God will meet with us,
restore us, and heal our brokenness,
emptiness, and remove our pain. This
serves to fulfill for us what is seen in
Song of Songs 2:16 where Shlomo
declared, “My Beloved is mine, and I am
His.”
Of God’s availability to us in this season,
Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi details as
a midrash, (parable) the closeness and
intimacy that exists between God and
Israel during Elul in stating,

“Before a king enters his city, its
inhabitants go out to greet him and
receive him in the field. At that time,
anyone who so desires is granted
permission and can approach him
and greet him. He receives them all
pleasantly and shows a smiling
countenance to all.”
From this story called “The King is in the
Field,” we are forced to imagine that
although the King is on His Holy and
Royal Throne, at Elul, He (God) comes
down from His lofty place and dwells
with us in the field for the purpose of
healing and comforting us in the place
of our frailty and finiteness. The rabbis
remind us that during Elul, the
compassion and mercy of God extends
to us like never before, reminding us of
its connection to the thirteen attributes
of God’s mercy over our lives, and the
great work God is about to do in us at
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
During Elul, while the King is residing
with us “in the field” we are reminded
that He is compassionate over all of His
creation and to all who have sinned. He
is merciful and gracious to those in
distress, and is slow to anger, and full of
kindness and truth. - forgiving and
pardoning our sin.
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But why this imagery of God visiting us
in the field? For me the answer is clear.
A field from an agrarian society speaks
of where grain grows, where humanity
is provided sustenance and is refreshed.
Yet the grain provided requires labor
through harvesting, so that we might
eat and be filled.

Although we strive in this life, it is God
who meets us in the place of our toil
and human effort, and supplies not
only the longings of every human heart,
but also offers us comfort, healing, and
total restoration through Yeshua our
Messiah.
This is fulfilled in Yeshua, who “…
became flesh and tabernacled among
us.” (John 1:14a, TLV) It is Yeshua, the
King who meets us today in the field of
our lives, and in Him alone are we
made clean and set free from our
bondages, hurts and despair. It is in the
field of our lives, where Messiah alone
binds up the brokenhearted, proclaims
liberty to the captives, and frees those
who are bound.
Although we come to the field with
only our sense of need and want, in the
month of Elul, Yeshua our King gives us
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for
mourning, and garments of praise for
the spirit of heaviness - it is through
Yeshua alone that we are able to touch
the Father’s Heart!
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It is in the field of our lives,
where Messiah alone binds up
the brokenhearted, proclaims
liberty to the captives, and frees
those who are bound.

-MARK RANTZ

Blessed
Are the Pure in Heart
MICHAEL WEINER
The Beatitudes are so named because
they are beautiful sayings of Yeshua.
They are also “Be Attitudes” to be
embraced, especially during the month
of Elul as we prepare us for the High
Holy Days. Elul is the sixth month and
the first 30 of 40 days ending on Yom
Kippur. Six is the number of man. The
beginning of the seventh month is
when we sound the Shofar to
announce Yeshua’s coronation, moving
from man (6) to God (7).

Those last 10 days, from Rosh Hashanah
to Yom Kippur are known as the Days
of Awe, “Yomim Nora’im.”
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see
God.” (Matt. 5:8, TLV)
Each of the first 7 Beatitudes are made
up of a character trait we receive from
God’s character or personality, followed
by a benefit where change is promised
to those who take on the personality of
God.
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There is so much contained in the few
words of this verse. In the translation
above, they are translated as “pure” and
“see.” The Greek word for “pure” is
“katharos”
meaning
“clean,
pure,
unstained,
either
literally
or
ceremonially or spiritually; guiltless,
innocent, and upright.” Likewise, “see” or
"horaó" can be translated as, “to see,
look upon, experience, perceive, discern
or beware.” The Amplified translates this
verse, "Shout for joy if you are guiltless in
heart, for you are among those who will
experience God."
But how does a person become “clean,
pure and unstained” of heart?

After all, we’re born into a problem we
didn’t create (original sin), and because
we didn’t create it, we can’t fix it on our
own. Therefore, at Yom Kippur we sing,
“Ki Ayn Banu Ma’a’sim,” which
translates, “For we have nothing in us
to make (a way of fixing the problem).”
So, how does a person become clean?
If you already know Yeshua, you know
this already because He is the answer
as seen in John 1:29, “Behold, the
Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world!” Likewise, Isaiah 1:18
reads, “Come now, let us reason
together,’ says Adonai. ‘Though your
sins be like scarlet, they will be as
white as snow. Though they are red
like crimson, they will become like
wool.” To be “washed in blood” and
come out clean is both a miracle and a
great work of God.
As John is addressing the 7
congregations
in
the
book
of
Revelation, he offers these words of
greeting in the name of the Lord….
“From Messiah Yeshua, the faithful
witness, the firstborn of the dead, and
the ruler of the kings of the earth. To
Him who loves us and has freed us
from our sins by His blood.” (1:5) We all
need clean hearts and only through
Yeshua is this possible.
Now, let’s deal with the other part of
the verse, “…for they shall see God.”
(5:8b)
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We know this particular promised
blessing cannot be ordinary vision (to
look upon with one’s eyes), because
that would be impossible. Moses was
told that to look upon God was
impossible, so, this “seeing” is more
closely connected to another type of
“seeing,” meaning “experiencing” or
“perceiving.” (Ex. 33:20)
God has always wanted a deeper
relationship with us as seen in Gal. 4:4,
where God sent us His Son, “... so we
might receive adoption as sons.
Now because you are sons, God
sent the Ruach of His Son into our
hearts, who cries out, “Abba!
Father!” God became one of us,
showing us how to respond to His
love so that if we endure when we
suffer for doing good (as Yeshua
suffered), we will find favor with God,
“For you were called to this,
because Messiah also suffered for
you, leaving you an example so
that you might follow in His
footsteps.” (1 Peter 2:20b) In this, we
are
called
to
be
Yeshua’s
representatives (ambassador) in every
situation of life.
Although multitudes “saw” Yeshua
with their natural eyes and heard His
words with their natural ears, the
Apostles “spiritually perceived” His
intentions with their hearts. Matthew
13:11 confirms this stating, “To you has
been given to know the secrets of the
kingdom of heaven, but to them it
has not been given.”
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Those whose hearts are cleansed will
experience God in an intimate
personal
way.
Perceiving
God’s
intentions requires spiritual insight that
is the fourth dimension. This fourth
“perceiving” dimension is the gift God
promised to those whose hearts are
cleansed from unrighteousness by His
blood.
Yet, what does it mean to see God?
Yeshua spoke of seeing God… “If you
have come to know Me, you will know
My Father also. From now on, you do
know Him and have seen Him.” (John
14:7) This went over the heads of the
Apostles where Philip responded in
John 14:8, “Master, show us the Father,
and it is enough for us.” Paraphrasing
Philip was saying, “If we could only see
the Father, then ‘Dayenu!’”
Yeshua thus answers Philip definitively,
and without riddles,

“Have I been with you for so long, and
you haven’t come to know Me, Philip?
He who has seen Me has seen the
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the
Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in
the Father and the Father is in Me? …”
(John 14:9)
This reminds of the old saying, “like
father, like son” where in John 5:30
Yeshua instructs, “I can do nothing on
My own. Just as I hear, I judge; and My
judgment is just, for I do not seek My
own will, but the will of the One who
sent Me.”
In John 14:6 Yeshua declares, “I am the
way, the truth, and the life! No one
comes to the Father except through
Me.” This really seems to “stick in the
craw” of universalists, who incorrectly
believe there are many roads which
lead to eternity and the presence of
God. In the end, we may all want to see
God, but only those whose hearts are
made pure by the Yeshua the Living
Word will inherit the promise to
experience God.
It has been said, “Seeing is believing,”
but “believing” has to come FIRST as
reminded in John 5:24, “Amen, amen I
tell you, whoever hears My word and
trusts the One who sent Me has eternal
life. He does not come into judgment
but has passed over from death into
life.” This all seems to fit together quite
well.
Receive the Son and you will “see” the
Father through the Son.
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To be
“washed in blood”
and come out clean
is both a miracle and a
great work of God.
-MICHAEL WEINER
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